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have obtained, to dedicate the 


To Sir ROBERT LONG 
Of Drapcot, Baronet, 


One of the Repreſentatives in 
Parliament for the County . 
FE of Wilts. 


SIR, 


HERE were chiefly * 
Reaſons that induced me 
to aſk of You the Permiſſion I 


following Treatiſe to You. One 
was the Frequency, and the ex- 
_ emplary, manly, Chriſtian Piety, 
with which You attend the Or- 
dinance that is the Subject of it; 
(with the Obſervation of which I 

was myſelf for many Years both 
delighted and edified:) the other, 

the many Civilities and Favours 


which I have received from Your- . 
{elf 


lr (my firſt Patron), and your 
whole Family. As®there is the 
greateſt Room, fo would it be to 
me the Satisfaction, to 
enlarge on both theſe Particulars. 
But fince I I the re- 
our however 
ud, old not but "be diſagree 
able to You, I only add . 
with the trueſt Eſteem, and the 
moſt earneſt Prayers for all poſ- 
fable Good to You and Your's, 


I am 
DIR, 
Kinzton, 8 Your moſt obliged, 


Oe“. 13. 1760. 


and grateful humble Servant, 


Joux SCROPEF, 


. 
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AN 
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CONCERNING THE 
SACRAME NT 


OF THE | 
LORD SUPPER. 


S. Luke 22. 19. This do in Re- 
membrance of Me. 


The Introduction; 


The Original, and Name of this 
Inſtitution. 


T is a Queſtion whether the Wick- 
1 edneſs too viſible among thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians be more 

the Cauſe, or the Effect, of that un- 


happy Neglect which too commonly 


A pre- 


2 An Enquiry concerning 


prevails as to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. Perhaps indeed theſe 
two may mutually produce each other. 
Some lead the worſe Lives on Account 
of their habitual Diſregard of this Or- 
dinance, while others are aſhamed to 
attend it, becauſe their Lives are al- 
ready ſo bad. However, it is the 
Duty of all in their ſeveral Stations to 
endeavour to remedy this Neglect. 
But it ought to be done with Care and 
Caution, leaſt we injure the Ordinance 
itſelf thro' an indiſcreet Zeal to have 
it more generally frequented. Some- 
thing of this kind is attempted in the 
following Pages; wherein at the fame 
time that a conſtant Attendance at the 
Lord's Table is ſtrongly recommended, 
it has been my principal Endeavour to 
ſteer between a ſuperſtitious Rigour, 
and a profane Careleſſneſs, in the Per- 
formance of this Duty. 
OUR bleſſed Saviour, now upon the 
point of _ betrayed, gives Bread 
and Wine to his Diſciples to be taken 


as 


the Lords Supper. 3 


as his Body and Blood, and in Re- 
membrance of himſelf. This Action 
was neither deſigned, nor underſtood, 
to be ſingle, or to ſtand alone,. but to 
be repeated by all ſucceeding Chriſt- 
ians. Thoſe who were commiſſioned 
by him to preach the Goſpel to all 
Nations, were to continue the Solem- 
nity of diſtributing theſe Elements in 
this Manner, and all Nations were 
to receive them. That this was fo 
underſtood, appears from the Practice 
of all Places where Chriſtianity has 
been planted. In the Church of Co- 
rinth we are ſure from St. Paul's 
Writings * that the Cuſtom prevailed. 
And from the ſame Writings we collect 
with Certainty that our Saviour deſign- 
ed it ſhould prevail, not there only, but 
in all other Churches. For if the Re- 
ceiving of theſe Elements was not their 
Duty, why does St. Pau/ find fault 
with them for performing it amiſs, 
and give them DireCtions for the right 
Performance? If they lay under no 


a 1 Cor. 11. 19-——34. 
= Obli- 


4 An Enquiry concerning 
Obligation to perform it at all, he 
muſt now have told them ſo. 

This Solemnity, together with that 
of Baptiſm, came in time to be called 
a Sacrament, * which Word was be- 
fore frequently uſed for an Oath, par- 
ticularly, the military Oath, and any 
folemn Oath of Fidelity or Allegiance. 
But the very Derivation * of the Word 
ſhews how properly it was applied to 
the preſent Occaſion, where ſomething 


holy beyond what is ſeen is intended, 


like the Soul which animates the Body 
it inhabits without being perceived. 
Of theſe two Sacraments that of the 
Lord's Supper is the Subject of the 
preſent Enquiry; which, it is propo- 
ſed, ſhall conſiſt of two Heads, the 
Firſt treating of this Sacrament in 
general, the Second of the Manner 
wherein it is adminiſtred in the 


2 Tertullian was the firſt who called the Lord's 
Supper a Sacrament. See Horneck's Crucified Feſus ; 
Ch. 1. Set. 4. That Father flouriſhed about 
A. D. 198. 


b Sarramentum, q. d. Sacra Mens, a holy Mind. 
Church 
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Church of England particularly. This 
Method will give me ſufficient Oppor- 
tunities of conſidering the Nature and 
End of this Sacrament, and the Duty 
of frequenting it. 

With regard to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper in general, there are 
two Queſtions ſometimes raiſed by 
thoſe who do not appear to be con- 
rtance. The Firſt, 
whether any, and what, Preparation is 

uired towards receiving .it ; the 
Second, whether any, and what, Be- 
nefits are conferred by it. 

Theſe Queſtions are material, it 
muſt be confeſſed. They are Points. 


in which the whole Ordinance is inti- 


mately concerned. And therefore an 
Endeavour to diſcuſs them ſeems to 
be both uſeful and important. 


As C HAP. 
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was L 
Of Preparation. 


HE Firſt Queſtion is whether 

any, and what, Preparation 1s 

required towards receiving this Sa- 
crament. 

This indeed is not ſo properly a 
ſingle Queſtion, ſince there are two 
implied in it, one relating to Prepa- 
ration in general, the other to the 
particular ſort of it. The former of 
theſe muſt be examined firſt, as it 
would be abſurd to enquire what par- 
ticular fort of Preparation is required, 
before it is determined whether any 
at all be required, or not. 

And here I think the Propriety and 
Prudence of ſome Preparation upon 
this Occaſion cannot reaſonably be 
denied. For if no religious Act ought 
to be entered upon without it, ſurely 
Reaſon and Humility will tell us (het 

this 
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this particular A& of Religion ought 
to be fo leaſt of all rr 
muſt be allowed to be by much the 
moſt ſolemn one of the kind. 

But it may be urged that there is 
a Difference between a Thing's being 
prudential, and being required. It 
may be proper, and yet no Injunction 
may be given, no Rule laid down for 
it in the Word of God. This Objec- 
tion may be made, and therefore it 
ſhould be obviated at firſt. In order 
to which, I obſerve, that even if we 
ſuppoſe this the oO that there is no 
Direction given for Preparation upon 
this Occaſion, the Propriety of 2 
itſelf a ſufficient Direction. If a thing 
be right, tho' it is not abſolutely com- 
manded in the Scriptures, it may yet 
become a Duty. Its not being for- 
bidden there is ſufficient to juſtity Au- 
thority in interpoſing, and enjoining it, 
from a Senſe of its Reaſonableneſs and 
Propriety.* And if it does fo, we are 
obliged to ſubmit to the Injunction. 


a See the zoth Article of the Church of Englard. 
But 
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But ſtill it may be faid - 
Suppoſition no Precept for fi re- 
— J be found in the Scrip- 
tures, this is a ſtrong Preſumption, if 
not an abſolute Proof, * ſuch 
thing is neceſſary: Since, Scrip- 
— = all neceſſary Duties, 
that can be no neceſſary Duty which 
1s not contained in the Scriptures. * 
To this it may be anſwered, that Du- 
ties are often preſcribed only as ro their 
Eſſence and general Nature in the 
Scriptures, while the Circumſtantials, 
and the Manner of performing them, 
are left to human Prudence and Laws, 
of which they are indeed the 
Object and Province. For 1 


e, 


the publick Worſhip of God is a Duty 


enjoined in the Scriptures, wherein 
are laid down ſome general Rules about 
it. But there is no particular Form 
of Worſhip drawn out at length in 
them for our Uſe. That is left to the 
Wiſdom and Piety of thoſe judicious 
and good Men by whom the Church 
a See the 6th Article, 
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is governed, who are to appoint par- 
ticular Ceremonies, only taking Care 
that theſe do not contradict the gene- 
ral Rules given for this Purpoſe in the 
Scriptures. Such Appointments, tho 
not ſpecified in the Scriptures, are 
neceſſary, as well as our Obedience to 
them ; becauſe without them thoſe ge- 
neral Rules there laid down would not 
be properly complied with. And thus 
it is in the | ory Caſe. As the Sacra- 
ment is ordained in the Scriptures, if 
there was no Preparation for it there 
required, Men would be left to judge 
from the Nature of the thing whether 
it were neceſſary, or not; and if it ap- 
peared fo, it might be required 4 

roper Authority, and would then 
2 a Duty. For an Ordinance 
being delivered in the Scriptures, they 
muſt be ſuppoſed to authoriſe every 
Thing that is proper to the due Com- 
* with this Ordinance, tho all 

not expreſt. 


>. 


SECT. 
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Ser. . 


What has hitherto been ſaid is up- 
on Suppoſition that no Preparation is 
required in the Scriptures for the duc 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, and 
is defigned to ſhew that it would be 
neceſſary even in that Caſe, and our 
Duty, if enjoined by human Authori- 
ty. But I think it is very evident that 
the Scriptures ds require Preparation 
upon this Occaſion. Which ſeems to 
be ſtrongly implied in that general and 
poſitive Direction of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, «© Let a Man examine 
e himſelf, and /o let him eat of that 
« Bread, and drink of that Cup*.” This 
indeed is generally allowed by the beſt 
Interpreters to relate to that particu- 
lar Abuſe of the Lord's Supper in the 
Church of Corinth, occafioned by the 
Celebration of the Love-Feaſts at the 
ſame Time, which had introduced 
Diſorder, and an irrevereat Uſe of that 
Divine Inſtitution. The Apoſtle there- 

a I Cor. 11, 28. | . 
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the Lord's Supper. 11 
fore found it neceſſary to recall to their 


their Memories the Original of this 


Sacrament, with its firſt Deſign, and 
to exhort them to make the proper 
Diſtinction between it and common 
Food. Now that the ſame Abuſe can 
never be made of the Sacrament ſince 
thoſe Feaſts have been diſcontinued, 
is confeſt. But what follows from 
hence? That no Examination of our- 
ſelves is now required-in order to it ? 
Before ſuch a Concluſion can be drawn, 
it will be neceſſary to prove that there 
can be no other Abufe of the Sacra- 
ment than what is referred to in this 
Paſſage. But as there are many other 
Abuſes of it, as Men are too apt to 
neglect it, and to violate it in many 
more Reſpects, the true Inference to 
be drawn from this Paſſage now-a- 
days is, that we ought to conſider, 
and prepare for it, before-hand. This 
Direction in a particular Caſe ought to 


) regulate our Conduct univerſally in all 


Caſes of the like Nature. 


— 


Ser. 
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SEO r. III. 


But this is not the only Place in 
Scripture from whence the Duty in 
Queſtion may be collected. It is en- 
joined in other Paſſages: Of which 
the moſt pertinent and the fulleſt is 
that which contains the Words of the 
Inſtitution. Indeed if Preparation for 
the Sacrament be a Duty, it would be 
a great Wonder if the Inſtitutor had 
at the very Time omitted a neceſſary 
Part of his Inſtitution. And if other 
Paſſages of the Scriptures are to be con- 
ſulted about a poſitive Duty, the Terms 
3 which enjoin any ſuch Duty 

rincipally regarded, and 
ſtudied. wy” 1 — 4 that they 
in the preſent Caſe imply not only 


Prepara 
and Kind of it. They are, This 
« do in Remembrance of Me.” In 


order then to eat Bread and drink 
Wine according to Jeſus Chri/f's In- 
ſtitution, we muſt firſt remember him. 
But what is it to remember Jeſus 

. Chriſt ? 


tion, but the particular Sort 
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Chrift? This is the Queſtion upon which 
the Whole turns; and a fair, impartial 
Examination of it will, it is believed, 
prove the Point. 

Now to remember Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
needs mean the calling to mind the 
Dignity, the Divinity of his Perſon, 
and the Relation in which he ſtands 
to us. It muſt needs mean the calling 


to mind what he came to teach us, 


what he has done and ſuffered for us, 
and what we have undertaken to do on 
our Part. In ſhort, it muſt needs mean 
the calling to mind the Covenant be- 
tween him and ourſelves. 

But ſurely the bare /ayimg that we 
do all this is not ſufficient. In order 
that this Remembrance may be ſincere 
and effectual, we muſt beſtow ſome 
Time and Thought upon each Parti- 
cular. The Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs of God the Father in the 
Scheme of Man's Redemption, the 
incomprehenſible Majeity of God the 
Son before he became Man, and his 
wonderful Humility in becoming ſo, 

B 


are 
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are Subjects not to be ſlightly paſt o- 
ver, or to be juſt recollected, and then 
forgotten. They not only demand, 
but (if we mean what we profeſs) 
will obtain from us, the utmoſt At- 
tention and Conſideration of which 
we are capable; and unleſs they do 


ſo, we cannot be ſaid to remember 


them as we ought: 

Again, we cannot properly remem- 
ber the great things which Cöriſt has 
done and ſuffered for us, unleſs we 
feel, acknowledge, and expreſs, all the 
Gratitude in our Power for Mer- 


cies, and the firmeſt Belief that he 


will compleat theſe by beſtowing on 


his true-Diſciples everlaſting Happi- 
neſs hereafter. 
Theſe Reflections will naturally 


bring on others included in -remem- 


bring Chriſt; namely, thoſe on the 
Conditions whereupon we are entitled 
to theſe Bleſſings, and our Part of the 
Covenant. Such are Compliance with 
what He has taught, and Obedience 


to his Commands : more particularly, 


Love 
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Love and Beneficence to Mankind, 


which was a great Motive with our Sa- 
viour for what he did on our Behalf, and 
is one of his principal Precepts to his 
Diſciples. And we cannot think of 
theſe effectually without both conſi- 
dering whether we have performed 
them hitherto, and reſolving to do ſo 

for the future. The only way to know 
the former, is to examine our Lives 
by the Rule which ought to govern 
them. The only way to execute the 
Reſolution, is to uſe our own Endea- 
vours, and to pray for God's Grace to 
aſſiſt them, lamenting and imploring 
Pardon for paſt Tranſgreſſions. If in- 
deed we could fay with Truth that 52 
had hitherto fulfilled the Conditions 
required of us, and were ſure that we 
ſhould always continue to do ſo, none 
of this would be neceſſary; we ſhould 
have nothing to do but to claim our 
Reward. But as we are not perfect, 
we cannot be fincere unleſs we con- 
feſs what Sins we have committed, 


( which implies previous Knowledge 


B 2 and 
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and Examination) and apply one of the 


chief Remedies againſt our committing 
them hereafter. 


8 zer. IV. 
The Sum of what I have been ſay- 


ing and would inculcate is this, vig; 
that the Remembrance of Chriſt s 
Actions, Sufferings, Commands, of our 
Obligations and Duty, are inſeparable 
from the due Remembrance of Chr:/t 
himſelf. There is as cloſe a Connec- 
tion between each of theſe as between 
the ſeveral Links of the ſame Chain. 
If you ſtrike off any one of them, the 
Whole is broken. 
How much Time ſhould be ſpent 
about theſe Particulars, it 1s not eaſy 
to determine. This depends upon 
Men's ſeveral Tempers, Abilities and 
Opportunities: Which vary in the 
Caſe of almoſt every particular Per- 
ſon. The principal Concern is that the 
Buſineſs be done effectually. 


But 
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But thus much, I think, is very 
clear; that an expreſs, declared, pro- 
feſt Remembrance, enjoined by the 
Perſon himſelf who is to be remem- 
bred, calls for a more ſolemn Recol- 
lection of our Saviour and Ourſelves, 
than that frequent, conſtant, and per- 


petual Remembrance which there 


ought to be of theſe in our daily De- 
votions to Almighty God. For tho 
without ſuch a Remembrance all our 
Devotions are mere Mockery, yet in. 
a poſitive Inſtitution, the very Eſſence 
of which conſiſts in the Remembrance 
of Chriſt, there it muſt certainly be 
our Duty to remember him in a more. 
minute and circumſtantial Manner. 

That the Self-Examination implied 
in this Remembrance is a very »/eful 
Thing, can hardly be diſputed. No 
Perſon can rationally either fear God's 
Anger, or hope for his Favour, with- 
out knowing how far he is properly 
ſubject to the one, or entitled to the 
other. And this a Man can know 
only by taking an impartial View of 

21 B 3 his 
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his paſt and preſent Conduct, and 
comparing it with the Rule of his 
Duty. Nor can we by any other Me- 
thod enjoy upon a ſolid Foundation 
the exquiſite Pleaſures of a good Con- 
ſcĩience, or avoid the tormenting An- 
guiſh of an evil one. For the Peace 
not ed on a thorough Know- 
ledge of ourſelves, muſt be but flatter- 
ing, deceitful, and of ſhort Continu- 
ance. And tho' this Knowledge ſhould 
coſt us ſome Pain in the gaining, it 
ſecures us from the infinitely greater 
which is the inevitable Effect of ne- 
glecting or deferring this neceſſary In- 
fight. Now if it be conſidered how averſe 
People generally are to the Perform- 
ance of this Duty, however neceſſary, 
and how apt to neglect it, it is of great 
Uſe to them to have a particular Time 
fixed for it. And what ſo proper a 
one as this of receiving the Sacrament, 
which was inſtituted in Remembrance 
of Him who is not only our Redeem- 
er, but our Guide and Inſtructor, and 
therefore may reaſonably expect that 


we 
5 8 


0 
1 
{ 
1 
( 
f 
1 
| 


the Lord's Supper. 19 
we ſhould now ask Ourſelves, and 


give Him, an Account of our Pro- 


ceedings and Improvement ? 


ser. V. 
The Points I have all along been 


endeavouring to prove are theſe, that 
ſome Preparation for the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper is both neceſſary and 
required in the Scriptures, and that, 
eſpecially in 145 ords of the Inſti- 
tution, not only Preparation in gene- 
ral is implied, but the particular Kind 
and Manner of it are * marked 
out to us. And if this be ſo, no one 
can come to this Sacrament wort bily, 
that is, with Qualifications ſuitable to 
it, unleſs he be thus prepared. 

But this perhaps will be thought 
« an hard Saying” by ſome, who will 


alledge that the inſiſting upon ſuch 


Conditions will prove a great Ob- 
ſtacle to Mens frequenting this Sacra- 
ment, and that it is this, in fact, which 
already prevents ſo many from com- 
municating, 
In 
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In anſwer to this Objection it may 
be ſaid, that if Men are really great 
Sinners, here is the Way to amend 
pointed out to them. And if they 
defire to become better, Reaſon re- 


quires that they ſhould take this way. 
But if they reſolve not to repent, ſuch 


a Reſolution is the greateſt Sin they 


can commit, and they had better ſtay 


away than come ſo improperly. 

But where Men are careful in ge- 
neral to lead good Lives, and are 
guilty of no flagrant, notorious Sin, 
nor commit any habitually, the Fear 
of coming unprepared, 1s always a 
groundleſs Excuſe, often an inſincere 
one. For where the main Thing is 
ſecured, it is unjuſtifiable to abſent 
ourſelves merely becauſe we cannot 
ſpare juſt ſo much Time as we think 
ought to be ſpent about every Ingre- 
dient of particular Preparation. Nei- 


ther can the moſt rigid Advocate for 


it juſtly infiſt upon this, where a Per- 
ſon can truly and honeſtly fay he has 
not had Leiſure for it. 
| 3 | At 
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At the ſame time we contend that 
it is always neceſſary to beſtow ſome 
Thought and Care upon the other Par- 
ticulars faid before to be implied in 
remembering Chriſt. Lower than this, 
I think, we cannot go without giving 
up and betraying the Ordinance of 
Chriſt. And as in general it is abſurd, 
dangerous, and treacherous, to injure 
Chriſtianity by accommodating it to the 
Times, and thus to annul (in effect) 
that Goſpel which was revealed in ex- 


_ preſs Oppoſition to the Manners of the 


World; fo, in the preſent Caſe, if the 
World be wicked, and call even 7514 
a Strictneſs which they cannot reliſh,” 
we muſt not depreciate, or extenuate, 
a Divine Inſtitution, in Compliance 


a That the Account I have been giving of this 
Remembrance is the Senſe in which our Church under- 
ſtands it, is plain from the following Paſſage of a 
Diſcourſe on one of her Homifies, © Men may pre- 
tend what they pleaſe, but ir is impoſſible for any 
* one really and effectually to remember Chriſt, if he 
< be not mindful of the Life he led upon Earth, and 
* of the Obligations we are under to follow his Ex- 
% ample,” Fc. See Dr. Noarſe, V. 1. D. 10. on the 


Sacrament, | 
with 


} 
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with ſuch Degeneracy. We may there- 
fore, and I think, ought to ſay, that 
thoſe who come to the Sacrament 
without this neceflary Preparation, 
come unworthy. 


StcT. VL 


This Preparation which I have 
been repreſenting as neceſſary, is all 
that the Books written upon this Sub- 
ject need be ſuppoſed to mean. It 
muſt be owned that ſome Authors 
have been too ſtrict in this Caſe, and 
ſo have been guilty of great Indiſcre- 


tion. But then there are many ſerious 


and rational, as well as pious, Books 


upon this Subject*; ſuch as anſwer the 
true Ends of Books of Devotion, which 
are, to ſuggeſt religious Thoughts to 
the Mind, and to excite godly Affec- 
tions therein. So that they do not all 
deſerve Cenſure, and perhaps very few 
of them, if we reflect that each might be 


a Bp Patrick's Menſa Myſtica, his Chriſtian Sacri- 
fe; and many other Treatiſes by various Authors. 


* 
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proper at the particular Seaſon in which 


it was written *. If therefore they are 


not ſo now, it is wrong to condemn 
them in the groſs; becauſe this is to 
confider only our own Times. The 
Truth of the Caſe ſeems to be, that 
they are preſerved with other Books 
of Devotion, and delivered down in 
moſt Families, but ſhould be read 
with Diſtinction and Direction. 

The true Uſe of Books of Devotion 
ſeems plainly to be what I have hint- 
ed, viz; to ſuggeſt devout Thoughts 
to the Mind, and to raiſe pious Aﬀec- 
tions in it; not merely to ſupply us 
with Words and Expreſſions, tho 
this is ſometimes expedient. But per- 
haps thoſe Words may not always fit 


a This is the Caſe of the Whole Duty of Man, 
which has lately been conſiderably enlarged in ſome 
Particulars not fo neceſſary to be drawn out to that 
Length in the Times when it was firſt publiſhed. 
Faith was not then omitted, but Practice more in- 
ſiſted upon, becauſe in thoſe Days moſt neglected. 
On this Subject ſee Bp Gib/on's ſecond Paitoral Let- 
ter, P. 181, 


Our. 
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our Caſe; and where they do not, no 
one can think them acceptable to 
God when pronounced by us without 
Meaning. 
For the ſame reaſon all ſuch Books 
ſhould be hart. Otherwiſe, the 
| reading and repeating the ſet Form of 
| Words will take up all our Time, 
leave none for our own Thoughts, 
and encourage the abſurd and dange- 
rous Miſtake, that the mere Repeti- 
tion of the Words and Phraſes, the 
reading juſt ſo much in ſuch a Time, 
is ſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſe in- 
tended. | 
Again, thoſe Books in this kind -—- 
ſeem the leaſt valuable, as the leaſt 
uſeful, if they are not dangerous, which 
apply themſelves entirely, or in a great 
Meaſure, to the Paſſions. For th 
have no Effect at all on thoſe whot. 
Paſſions are not eaſily moved; and ſuch | 
Perſons finding themſelves not affect- 6:4 
ed are apt to be diſcouraged, or diſ- 
guſted. And where they have any 
Effect, it is tranſient and deceitful]. 
_ Rop- 
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Rapturous Expreſſions, extatic Phra- 
ſes, may warm and tranſport the Fancy 
for a Moment, but ſeldom, if ever, 
light up in the Heart the ſteady, con- 
ſtant. Flame of a rational, true Piety. 
The Book leaſt exceptionable in the 
Reſpects I mentioned ſeems to be 
The New Week's Preparation &c. 
There is Thing particularly good 
in this k, viz; that the ſecond 
Part of it is as diffuſe in DireRions, 
and good Offices to be performed af- 
ter the Reception of the Sacrament, 
as the firſt is in thoſe to be perform- 
ed before it; a Thing equally neceſ- 
fary, but in general too much neglect- 
ed, or too ſlightly paſt over. 


Ster. 


But where Perſons have neither 
Leiſure nor Opportunity to make uſe 
of this or ſome other ſuch Book, they 
may at leaſt have enough of both to 
read what may be called the Foun- 
dations of this and all other good 
Treatiſes upon the Subject. Theſe are 

C the 
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the Concluſion of the Church-Cate- 
chiſm, which is confined entirely to 
the Sacraments; the publick 4 
tation to the Communion, or Warn- 
ing of it read in the Church; the ten 
Commandments, with our Saviour's 
Explanations and Improvements upon 
Jr. in his Sermon on the Mount; 
and the Communion-Offtice. All this 
is no more than every Chriſtian ought 
to be perfect in, and habitually carry 
about with him in his Mind. To 
which if a Man ads ſuch P/alms out 
of that noble Treaſure as ſuit his own 
Circumſtances, and the Virtues he is 
endeavouring after, he cannot well 
fail of exciting in himſelf ſuch good 
Thoughts and "putting his Soul into 
ſuch a devout ary” as are the pro- 

{t Preparation for the Lord's Su 

= 3 ſuch is the e 
Excellence of our Liturgy, that at 
the ſame time that it anſwers all the 
Ends of a publict Form fo well, it is 
better adapted to every individual Per- 


ſon's 
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fon's own Caſe, than the Formularies 
of any private Author. 

Upon the whole, and to conclude 
this Part: Suppoſing there is no other 
End declared by Chriſt of the Inſtitu- 
tion of this Sacrament, than to eat 
Bread and drink Wine in Remembrance 
of his Death and Sufferings; this would 
ſufficiently oblige us previouſly to 
qualify ourſelves for a worthy Com- 
memoration of that precious Death. 
Nor can the Church of England even 
upon is Footing be juſtly cenſured as 
requiring too ſtrict a Preparation. The 
early Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
which as being nearer the Times of 
the Apoſtles muſt beſuppoſed to be well 
acquainted with their Minds, required, 
if we may judge from the Direction given 
by St. Jerom, (who flourith'd in the 
latter End of the fourth Century) a 
Preparation full as ſtrict. His Words 


a See this exemplified in a Bock entitled, 7he 
Commun-Pruver Bock the beſt Companion in the Houſe 
and (Het, as tu as the Tenple. 
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are, The Conſcience muſt firſt be 
thoroughly ſearched, to ſee if there 
* be Nothing in which it accuſes us: 
«and ſo we ought to communi- 


* Ss. 


a Prius _ perſcrutanda eſt Conſcientia, ſi in nullo 
nos reprehendn : & fic —— communicare debemus, 
Hieron, in 1 Cor, 11. 27. 


CH Ax. II. 
Of Grace. 


HE ſecond Queſtion of the 
greateſt Uſe and Importance 
with regard to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper in general is, whether 
any, and what, Benefits are conferred 
|, > "WP 
"The Benefits here meant are thoſe 
of the Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance x 
e 
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the Performance of our Duty. And 
therefore before we can properly en- 
ter upon this Queſtion, we muſt ſtate 
the general Notion of that Aſſiſtance 
which God gives Men towards their 
Reformation, and Goodneſs of Life. 
For it would be abſurd to enquire 
whether we are to expect God's 
Grace and Aſſiſtance from our Obe- 
dience to any particular Ordinance, 
till it be proved that there is a Poſ- 
ſibility of it's being beſtowed at all. 
Now Nothing can be plainer than 
that God's Promiſes to ail Man in 


performing his Duty are very clear 


and expreſs in many Parts of the 
New Teſtament. And no Wonder; 
ſince it is there likewiſe declared that 
the Source, Foundation, and Perfec- 
tion of all human Goodneſs, is the 
Divine Aſſiſtance. Without Me 


*« ( fays the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf) ye 


*can do Nothing.” In the ſame 
Diſcourſe he both promiſes Aſſiſtance 
to his Diſciples, and deſcribes the 


a Jeb. 13. 5. 
C 3 par- 
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particular Nature, Means, and In- 
ſtrument of it. He aſſures them that 
he will ſend unto them the Comforter, 
that is, the Holy Ghoſt, from the Fa- 
ther.* Of which that they may have 
ſtil leſs Doubt, he tells them that 
this was one main End of his ap- 
proaching from them. It 
is 1 for Vou that I go away: 
* for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I de- 
part, I will ſend him unto you. St. 
Paul likewiſe aſcribes all human Good- 
neſs to God's Operation upon the 
Mind: It is God which worketh in you 
* both to will and to do of his good plea- 
% ſure.” © The fame Apoſtle, on Occa- 
ſion of ſome Affliction or Infirmity 
under which he laboured, introduces 
the Lord telling him, My Grace is 
*« ſufficient for thee.” * Many other Paſ- 
{ages equally explicit to the ſame Fur- 

e occur in the Writings of this 
Apoſtle. 


a Jon 15. 26. b Fobn 16. 7. c Phil 
2. 13. d 2 Cor. 12. 9. 
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Theſe are ſome of the Divine Pro- 
miſes of Aſſiſtance to Man in the per- 
formance of his Duty. They are but 
a few out of the many contained in 
the Scriptures. But they are enough 
to prove that there is ſuch Aſſiſtance 
promiſed. And I have choſen to men- 
tion theſe Promiſes firſt, becauſe Rea- 
ſon could not diſcover them of itſelf 
any more than it could the Goſpel- 


Diſpenſation. But it may and does 


confirm, and enforce them afterwards ; 
nay, ſhews both their Expediency and 
Neceſſity, if that Revelation be firſt 
ſuppoſed. 

For Reaſon tells us that the more 
excellent any Inſtitution is, the more 
difficult it is to conform to it ; that an 
all-wiſe Being could be the Author of 
none but a perfect Inſtitution, and 
that a Being of infinite Goodneſs would 
not ordain ſuch an one, without be- 
ſtowing the neceſſary Helps for Mens 
Compliance with it. 

Reli- 
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Religion is commonly divided into 
Naterd and Revealed. Natural Reli- 
gion is that Notion of God and their 
Duty which Men are ſuppoſed able to 
collect and put in Practice from the 
proper Uſe and Exertion of their own 
Faculties left to themſelves, without 
any Divine Interpoſition or Aſſiſtance. 
And here if we admit it poſſible to 
frame a rational Body of Doctrines 
and Precepts of this Sort, in what Age 
or Country were they ever properly 
praiſed and obeyed ? Where ſhall we 
find, on a Review of Times paſt, thoſe 
Numbers of truly pious and moral 
Men which we might reaſonably ex- 
pet from a wiſe and well-concerted 
Inſtitution, and the Exerciſe of Men's 
natural Abilities, if theſe were the 
only things requiſite to make Men 
good? On the contrary, the Writings | 
of the Ancients abound in Accounts 
of the Idolatry and Immorality that 
generally prevailed, with a few Ex- 
ceptions to the latter, but none to the 
former. For tho Socrates and ſome 
others 
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others might lead good moral Lives, 
and converſe unblameably, nay might 
ſeem to have becoming Notions of the 
Divine Nature, yet even theſe ſub- 
mitted to, and complied with, the 
reigning Superſtition and falſe Religion 
of their Country. * 


SzcT. III. 


Of the other Species of Religion 
the Jeuiſb and the Chriſtian are the 
only Diſpenſations which can be pro- 
ved to be divinely revealed, and to 
come from God. | 
We have ſeen that in the Goſpel . 
the Certainty of Grace is aſſerted, and 
the Gift of it promiſed in the ſtrong- 
eſt, fulleſt, and plaineſt Manner. Nor 
are there wanting many Promiſes of 
it in the other Branch of Revealed 
Religion, that of the eus. From the 
whole Number I ſhall ſelect one re- 
markably ſtrong, and ſo expreſt as to 
allude to the diſtinguiſhing Rite en- 


a See Bp SBerlach's Diſcourſes, V. 1. p. 163, 4, 5, 
joined 
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joined to Abraham and his Poſterity ; 
which was a Mark of the Divine Co- 
venant with them that they were to 
carry about in their Body. The Lord 
thy God” (ſays Moſes in the laſt Diſ- 
courſe of any Length which he is re- 
corded to have delivered to the Child- 
ren of Iſrael) © will circumciſe thine 
Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, to 
6 —— the Lord thy God with all thine 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, that 
* thou mayſt live.. By this we muſt 
explain that other Paſſage, which is of 
a piece with it, wherein this People 
are called upon to circumciſe their 
Hearts themſelves.” For this was to 
be done by laying to Heart the Divine 
Benefits, and following the Motions 
of his Grace and holy Spirit, which 
thereby he put into their Hearts. 
Here are expreſly mentioned God's 
Aſſiſtance and their Concurrence, 
which together conſtitute the true 


Notion of Grace. And the Turn of 


a Dent. 30. 6. b Deut. 10. 16. e See 
Pp Patrick on the Place: 


the 


-s a a -- m- aa @ ca a . 


aa =*% 


the Lord's Supper. 35 


the Phraſes, taken in Conjunction, 
bears a great Reſemblance to that 
Paſſage of St. Paul, Part of which has 
been cited before ;* Work out your 
e own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling. For it is God which worketh 
„in you both to will and to do of his 
te good pleaſure.” * Theſe Promiſes were 
a Foundation upon which ev 
Man among the Jews might ſafely 
build his Faith and his Hope of the 
Divine Aſſiſtance. And all of them 
did ſo who were Tfraelites indeed, *© 
who were 1/rael as well as of Iſrael. * 
For theſe were not © Jews outwardly,” 
(as St. Paul ſpeaks*) neither did they 
ſatisfy themſelves with obſerving the 
«Circumciſion which is outward in the 
«Fleſh; but they were Jews inwardly,” 
and practiſed the. Circumciſion of the 
« Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the 
„Letter.“ 


a See the foregoing Section. 
e Job 1 47. d Rem. g. 6. 
28, 9. 


b Phil. 2. 12, 13. 


e Rom. 2. 
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The fame Promiſes produced that 


Prayer of David ſo ardent and ſo full 


of Faith, in rendering which both our 
Tranſlations are remarkably juſt to the 
Original; «Create in me a clean Heart, 
O God, and renew a right Spirit 
« within me: Caſt me not away from 


« thy preſence, and take not thy holy 


Spirit from me. Reſtore unto me 


the Joy of thy Salvation: and up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit.“ 
In Conſequence of the ſame Promi- 


ſes, and thro' the Inſpiration of the 


God that gave them, the Analogy, 
Reality, and Efficacy of Divine Grace 
are clearly deſcribed and ſtrongly ex- 
preſt by 1/aiah; As the Rain cometh 
down, and the Snow from Heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but water- 


eth the Earth, and maketh it bring 


a JT MN Spiritum Sanctitatis tuæ. Verſ. inter. 
IviuweaTr:s TW H&HYu TE. LXX. Spiritum ſanftum tuum. 
Vulgat. 

b m2 7 IM Spiritu Voluntatis tuæ. Yer/. interl. 
Nrobpearrs nytpgrixe, LXX. Spiritu principali. 
FVulgat. 
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forth and bud, that it may give Seed 
* to the Sower, and Bread to the Eat- 
*er; ſo ſhall my Word be, that go- 
e eth out of my Mouth: it ſhall not 
return unto me void, but it ſhall 
a I | that which I pleaſe, and 
te it ſhall proſper in the thing whereto 
«I ſent it.” * The ſame Pro 4 
ſpeaks, without any Allegory, o 
„Word behind thee ſaying, This is is 
te the Way, walk ye in it, when ye 
* turn to the right Hand, and when 
ye turn to the left.. 

But theſe Promiſes notwithſtanding, 
the New Teſtament is vaſtly ſuperior 
to the Old even in this very reſpect. 
The Promiſes indeed, and the Thing 
promiſed, are in both of the ſame 


a 1ſai. 55. 10, 11. See that admirable Treatiſe 
on the Sacred Poetry of the Hebrews, the Lectures 
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Looth, late Profeſſor of 
Poetry in the Univerſity of Oxford, Præl. 12. p. 108. 

b J/ai. 30. 21. See the Rev. Mr. Lowth's Com- 
ment upon the Place; who, when he ſays this may 
be fitly applied to the plentiful Effuſion of God's 
Spirit which is promiſed under the Goſpel,” muſt 
not be underſtood to mean that the Was: are con- 
fined to the Jatter Occaſion. 
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Kind, but they differ widely in De- 
gree. The Promiſes to this Purpoſe 


in the latter are much more frequent, 


more full, more explicit. The aſſert- 
ing therefore that the Divine Aid is 
promiſed in the former by no means 


contradifts this Saying of John the 


Baptiſt, the Law was given by 


*« Moſes, but Grace and Truth came 
« by TFeſus Crit. The Truth” 


here meant is the Reality, the Sub- 
ſtance, ſhadowed and gured by 


the Rites of the Maſaical Law, which 
were aboliſhed on the Appearance of 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Archetype. And by 
Him came Grace too, ſince his A 

pearance and Office gave the fulleſt 
Completion to the former Promiſes of 


this Tenor, which at the ſame time he 

ſo greatly enlarged and extended. For 
all Grace, under whatever Diſpenſation, | 
is thro' him. It is in the very fame 
Senſe that Teſus Chriſt is ſaid to have 
e brought Life and Immortality to light 
«thro' the Goſpel.” For tho the natu- 


a Jab 117. 
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ral Preſumptions of another Life are ſo 
probable, that many of the beſt Hea- 
thens hoped for it, and the Aſſurances 
of it in the Old Teſtament are fo 
ſtrong, that every religious Jew, every 
true Mraelite, —— firmly believe it; 
yet has Jeſus Chriſi by his Diſcourſes 
and Reſurrection illuſtrated and con- 
firmed theſe Arguments to ſuch a De- 
gree, as to make them entirely his 
own, and to be indeed * the Prince“ 
and Author of eternal Life. 
Such a particular and circumſtantial 
Aſſurance of the Divine Aſſiſtance 


_ ( tho” this Aſſiſtance was ſufficiently 


promiſed in a Manner ſuited to the 
Times) was not agreeable to the 
reparatory Nature of the Law, 
ing reſerved for that compleat Diſ- 
penſation which it was intended to 
introduce. That Aſſurance became, 
and was requiſite to, the Excellence 
and Perfection of the Goſpel. 


a 2 Tin. . 10. 
b AA, 3. 16. 
V. 1. D 6. 


See Bp. Sherlect's Diicourſee, 
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Der. . 


Thus it a that Chriſtianity is 
the only Religion to which the utmoſt 
Confirmation of the Divine Aſſiſtance 
is annexed, and how it comes to be 
ſo. This full Confirmation is peculiar 
to, and characteriſtical of, the Goſ- 
pel. And indeed it is no Wonder that 
it ſhould be contained herein, fince to 
this Scheme it is abſolutely and eſſen- 
tially neceſſary. 

For tho' our bleſſed Saviour has ta- 
ken off the Burden of the Ceremonial 
Part of the Law, yet by delivering 
Myſteries incomprehenſible by human 
Reaſon, and reſtoring the Moral Part 
of it to its true Senſe and Perfection 
thro' his Divine Interpretations and 
. he has rendered it 
till more difficult to the corrupt Na- 
ture of Man. He has at the ſame time 
required univerſal Obedience to his 
Commands under Pain of God's Diſ- 
pleaſure and Condemnation. So that 
the Goſpel contains Precepts and Doc- 

trines 
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trines by their very Purity moſt diſa- 
_—_ F A Blood, and theſe 
enforced under the moſt ſevere Penal- 
ties. In order to Man's Receiving and 
Obſerving of which Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts, who ſees not that he muſt have 
ſome Aſſiſtance? And the moſt explicit 
Account of ſuch Aſſiſtance is one ſtri- 
king Particularby which AlmightyGod 
has diſtinguiſhed the laſt Revelation 
of Himſelf from the former. Indeed, 
were it not for this Advantage, the 
grand End to which every Step in the 
Divine Oeconomy is directed, inſtead 
of being infinitely ſaperior, as it real- 
ly is, would in this reſpect at leaſt, 
be but barely equal, to the State which 
was only deſigned as preparatory to- 
wards it; a Suppoſition this abſurd in 
itſelf, and very inconſiſtent with the 
perfect Nature of that Revelation. 

Theſe Arguments for the Neceſſity 
of the Divine Aſſiſtance to Man in the 
Performance of his Duty are drawn 
by Reaſon (ſuppoſing Chriſtiani Ln 
been — from 2 * — 

0 
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of this Religion. Another ſtrong Ar- 
1 to the ſame Purpoſe ariſes 
the Experience which every one 
muſt needs have 2 his own Blindneſs, 
Averſion from Good, Proneneſs to 
Evil, and Strength of Paſſion; ; to which 
Reaſon being not equal muſt ſee the 
Neceſſity of ſome Aſſiſtance, and re- 
joice to have it ſupplied. According- 
ly, the more fimple and uncorrupt any 
Chriſtian is, the more fully he is ſa- 
tisfied of the 2 and the 1 — 
firmly perſuaded of the Su a Per- 
foation which i is ſo far ben being in- 
conſiſtent with, or — 
the Goſpel, that it is the beſt Proof 
of our Chriſtianity, the ſureſt Pledge 
of Heaven. This is the Language 
of two of the Apoſtles. « Hereb 
* (fays St. Fobn) we know that He 
« abideth in us, by the Spirit which 
« he hath given us.“ And St. Pau 


a For the ſame reaſon that ** giving place to, or 
making room for, the Devil.“ is the ſureſt Pledge of 
our Condemnation. See Dr. Stanhope on Epiſt. and 
3 b 1 Jab 3. 24. 

ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of God's * ſealing us, and gi 
«« ving us the Earneſt o the Spirit i in 
« our Hearts. 


. 

This Spirit is called Grace, as I be- 
fore obſerved. Of which there are 
different Kinds mentioned in the holy 
Scriptures; and therefore the Word is 
there uſed in different Senſes. Some - 
times it is put for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, the Diſpenſation of Jeſus Chrift, 
or the Gofþel, as contradiſtinguiſhed 
to the Law, or the Diſpenſation of 
Moſes. Thus St. Pau tells the Ro- 
mans, who were the Body of Chriſtian 
Converts at Rome, Ye are not under 
«© the Law, but under Grace. And 
when the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks of our 
being juſtified by Grace, not by Works 
* of Righteouſneſs which we have 
% done,” he means, upon the Terms 
of the Goſpel. At other times it is 
uſed for Chriſtian Edification, and Im- 
provement in ſocial Virtue, as where 


a 2 Cor. 1. 22. b Rom, 6. 14. * 
| . 
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St. Paul exhorts the Ephe/fians to ſuch 
Diſcourſe as may miniſter Grace to 
« the Hearers.” * Sometimes Grace is 
uſed for the Bounty, Favour, and free 
Gift of God, as when it is oppoſed to 
Debt, or what might be conſidered as 
due from him, and when it is joined 
with and Peace in the Intro- 
ductions and Coneluſions of ſome of 
the Epiſtles. * But over and above the 
Notion of the Divine Kind- 
neſs, Grace frequently an ac- 
tive Power and Principle by which we 
are excited and enabled to perform 
our Duty in the moſt diſcouraging 
Circumſtances. This was that Grace 
of his which Almighty God told St. 
Paul was © ſufficient for him,” when 
he repeatedly beſought the Lord to 
remove a very ſevere and pungent Af- 
fliction which he feared mightotherwiſe 
prove too powerful for him. In Proof of 
en Sufficiency it follows immediate 


a E55. 4. 29. See Mr. Hele's Harmony of the | 


Four Evangeliſts, p. 36. b 1 Tin. 1. 2. 1 Pet. 
2. &. | 
ly 
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ly from the ſame Divine Mouth, for 
« my Stren is made perfect in 
« Weakneſs.” * Here Grace in the 
former Sentence is called Strength in 
the latter; and both ther muſt 
mean that Power which God beſtows 
gratis, and of his own free Will. We 
ſee likewiſe from this Inſtance that it is 
the proper Buſineſs of this Grace to aſſiſt 
and ſtrengthen the Weakneſs of Man, 
and enable it to triumph over Tempta- 
tion. In another Paſſage the ſame Apoſ- 
tle ſpeaks of God's Working, which 
% worketh in him mightily.” This 
can be no other than the ſame Grace. 
But with regard to the laſt-men- 
tioned Senſe of Grace, and the Paſſages 
of Scripture produced to 1 * it, 
it may perhaps be ſaid that the Caſe 
of St. Paul was particular, that no 
one doubts of his being Divinely aſ- 
ſiſted and fitted for the great Taſk in 
which he was employed. The Grace 


therefore which he received might be 


ſuch a kind of Strength ; but then it 
2 2 Cor. 12. J=—9. b Cel. 1. 29. 
Was 
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was extraordinary, and is not appli- 
cable in the ſame Senſe to frevate 
Chriſtians. However, the Philipprans 
muſt be allowed to have been private 


Chriſtians, and all thefe St. Paul him- 


felf ftiles <« Partakers of his Grace, 


AY ws. » et. td. 


that is, Receivers of Grace from the | 


fame all-merciful Beſtower. And what 
ſtrengthened bim muſt alſo ſtrengthen 

= who partook of it with him. 
The Grace varied in proportion 
to their rally Occaſions. It enabled 
the Apoſtle to work Miracles in Proof 
of that Religion, the Duties of which 
it ordinarily enabled the Phi 


as it does other Chriftians, to practiſe 
in common Life. And what but this 
Grace can St. Paul be ſuppoſed to 


mean by the Power that worketn 


„ in us,” which he mentions to the 
Epbgfians? 

Neither is this Senſe of Grace an 
indifferent Senſe, or one of ſmall Con- 
ſequence. For tho extraordinary Grace 
is of great Importance, as being ne- 


a Phil. 1. 7. b Eph. 3. 20. 


Nane, 


cefſary 
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ceſſary to particular Perſons on 

cular Occaſions for the Benefit of the 
whole Church, yet is ordinary Grace 
of even greater Importance, as being 
univerſally neceſſary to all Perſons at 
all Times and Seaſons. It is injudici- 
ous therefore and inconſiſtent to ad- 
mire and extoll the former, and not to 
allow or duly value the latter. * The 
firſt Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
was attended with «a 
Sound as of a ruſhing mighty 
% Wind.” But the ordinary Gifts and 
Preſence of the ſame Spirit are as eſ- 
ſential to every Chriſtian's ſpiritual 
Life as the common Air he breathes 
is to his natural; and contribute as 
much to the Health of the Soul as that 
does to the Health of the Body. Be- 
fides, this Senſe of Grace is that from 
which all the others are derived, For 
the Goſpel, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
whether in the whole or its Branches, 
is denominated Grace for this eſpecial 


. See Bp Sherloct's Diſcourſes Vol. 2. D. 3. 
b Ad, 2. 2, 4. 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon among others, becauſe that in | 


and by it this Influence of the holy 
Spirit upon our Hearts is freely grant- 
ed, promiſed, and conveyed. 


SRCT. VI. 


What has been ſaid is ſufficient to 
juſtify us in calling the Aſſiſtance we 
receive in the Performance of our 
Duty by the Name of Grace. The 
Reality of which being proved, the 
next Queſtions naturally are, in what 
Manner it acts upon 3 by the Uſe 
of what Means we led to expect 
the Communication of it. 

In anſwer to the firſt Queſtion, we 
ſay that Grace is the Action of God's 
Holy Spirit working with our Spirit, 
enlightening our Underſtandings, and 
(as far as is conſiſtent with Free-Agen- 
cy) rectifying our Wills; aſſiſting and 
correcting, but not changing, Nature. 
Indeed the Improvement of our Af- 
fections wrought by this Concurrence 
is ſo great, that the Scriptures call the 
Perſon in whom it has taken place the 

« New 
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«© New Man, and a new Creature.“ 
But theſe Expreſſions are Metaphori- 
cal, and not to be underſtood in an 
abſolute Senſe. This heavenly In- 
fluence excites and adyances our own 
Endeavours ; it is nicely blended, hap- 
pily falls in, gently co-operates, with 
our own Powers and Faculties. © 

To thoſe who account this Grace 
an incomprehenſible Myſtery, and 
therefore deny that there is any ſuch 
Thing, it muſt be owned that there 
is ſomething which we cannot per- 
fectly comprehend in the Union of 
that with * Soul which impels and 
even conſtrains it, yet not in ſo vio- 
lent a Manner but it is ſtill left free. 
yſteriouſneſs is no 


Objection againſt either the Reality 


a Eph. 4. 22 — 4. b 2 C. 5. 17. Gal.6. 15. 

c The Spirit of God ſtrives with us, and by his 

* ſweet Attractives regulates our Affections when 

„ warped, and helps us to be ſenſible of and ſorry 

© for our Follies.” Dean Stanhope*s Epiſt. and Goſp. 

Vol. 4. p. 485. Grace is a Divine Principle act- 

*« vating and aſſiſting us. iid. p. 549. See Vol. 1. 
p. 305. and Vol. 3. p. 54 —— 7. 
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of the Thing, or our Belief of it. Of 
the many Things which really exiſt 
around us, and the Reality of which 
both Senſe and Reaſon require us to 


believe, is there a fingle one whoſe 


Eſſence, or Manner of exiſting, we 
perfectly comprehend? If then this 

orance is no Reaſon againſt the 
Exiſtence or Belief of the more obvi- 
ous Works of Creation and Provi- 
dence, why ſhould it be any againſt 
the Belief or Exiſtence of ſuch as be- 
ing not the Objects of our outward 
Senſes are confeſſedly more abſtruſe ? 
We are full as ignorant how outward 
Objects act upon the Mind, and draw 
it towards them, as how the Spirit 
of God acts upon it. The former is 
notoriouſly the Caſe in Temptations 
to Pleaſure, Profit, Sc. There is an 
Impulſe in both Inſtances, and they 
ſeem to be parallel. Yet in the for- 
mer the Mind is 22 left free; 
why not then in the latter? In ſhort, 
the only two Queſtions which need 
be aſked upon this Occaſion are theſe; 
Is 
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Is ſuch Divine Aſſiſtance neceſlary ? 
and, Has God promiſed it ? If fo, (as 
both have been proved) we need not 
be ſollicitous about the Manner of 
God's performing his Promiſe. For 
we are aſſured that with Him no- 


* thing is impoſhible.” * 


SzcT. VII. 


As to the Communication of this 
Grace, tho we muſt not be ſo anxiouſly 
curious as to call God to account about 
it, yet we may fairly preſume, and 
fafely conclude, that it is an Effect of 
attending on his Worſhip and Ordi- 
nances. For if we ſuppoſe God to be 
a good and powerful Being, nothing 
can be more reaſonable than to think 
that he will then be moſt likely to 
favour us, and fend us what is neceſ- 
fary, when we are paying our Devo- 
tions to him, and aſking it with an 
humble Faith. And what more ne- 
ceſſary than Grace? Nothing, in the 
Judgment of our Saviour, wha com- 


a Luke 1. 37. 
2 pares 
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pares and prefers it to all the good 
Things earthly Parents can give to 
their Children. *. 

But we need not reſt in mere Pro- 
babilities. Both the Duty of thus ſeek- 
ing, and the Certainty of thus receiv- 
ing Grace, are clearly and ſtrongly im- 
plied in this Exhortation of the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews; Let us come 
« boldly to the Throne of Grace, that 
ee may obtain Mercy, and find Grace 
to help in Time of Need.“ 

Nor are we left to collect this 
Truth by Implication even from an 
Apoſtle. It is the expreſs Promiſe 
and Direction of our bleſſed Savi- 
our to his Diſciples, Aſk, and it 
« ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye 
« ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 
*« opened unto you.” He immediately 
ſubjoins a forcible Confirmation of 
this Promiſe. «+ For every one that 
e aſketh, receiveth ; and he that ſeek- 
e eth, findeth; and to him that knock - 
eth, it ſhall be opened.” He then 


a See the oppoſite Page. Lade 11.13. b Heb.4.16. 
draws 
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draws an Argument from the Beha- 
viour of earthly Parents to their Chil- 
dren, which he concludes thus; if 
« ye then being evil know how to 
« give good Gifts unto your Children, 
how much more ſhall your heavenly 
Father give good Things to them 
e that aſk him?” And that by «good 
« Things” our Lord meant Grace is 
plain from the correſpondent Paſſage 
in St. Luke, where inſtead of theſe he 
ſays, how much more ſhall your 
« heavenly Father give the holy Spirit 
eto them that aſk him?” of which 
Spirit therefore he here aſſerts the 
Certainty, Value, and Circumſtances 
of Communication. 


S ECT. VIII. 


But if we have Reaſon to expect 
the Divine Grace from our general 
Prayers and Worſhip of God, we have 
much greater Reaſon even to depend 
upon it from a due Attendance on the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. For 


a Matt. 7. 7, 8, 11. 


b Zuke 11.13. : 
E 3 it 
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it is the Command of Cbriſt, who 
in this Caſe has directed not only the 
Matter of the Duty, but alſo the very 
Form and Manner of diſcharging it. 
And herein indeed ſeems to confiſt 
the true Difference between the p- 
ide and moral Duties of Chriſtianity. 
Our Saviour has likewiſe bound the 
Ordinance upon us by the ſtrongeſt 
of all Ties, the Remembrance of Him- 
felf. Now the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs have ſo contrived it, that in 
all Caſes God's Injunctions (even thoſe 
of a poſitive Kind) and our Intereſt 
are united ; and there can be no Com- 
mand of our Saviour, an Obedience 
to which will not render us accept- 
able to him, and him gracious to us. 
Much more may Grace be expected 


from the Diſcharge of a Duty in enjoin- 


ing which he has been ſo very exact and 
particular. Or can we think that Chr 
will forget us while we are remem- 
bering him? Can we conceive that 
he ſhould withhold from us a Thing 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary to us as Grace, 

at 


* „ — ard. 


;ͤ; . K . %⅛—ͤ—ü ] wrt FE MF _ WO 


- 
** wad — —B FI 


the Lord's Supper. 55 


at the Time we are en in, and 
duly performing, that very Action by 
which he has expreſly charged us to 
remember _ ? This would be ſup- 
ſing a Thing in the higheſt Degree 
— 1 him; = in us the 
Suppoſition would be equally difinge- 
W -4 If then there bs no Aero. 
Promiſe of Grace annexed to the Pre- 
cept for celebrating the Lord's Sup- 
per, it 1s becauſe op * was no Need 
of any. The :Thing is ſo plain and 
obvious, that it may be depended up- 
on without any Engagement on God's 
Part. Beſides, Chrift might well ex- 
pect that we ſhould truſt him for the 
Benefit. And indeed this Truſt ſhould 
be conſidered as one great Inſtance of 
the lively Faith we are upon this Oc- 
caſion particularly required to have 
in God's Mercy thro' Chrift. The 
Virtue of this Truſt would be much 
leſſened, if we inſiſted upon an ex- 
preſs Promiſe before we exerciſed it; 
becauſe ſuch Promiſe would infer a 
Certainty. Again, it would have ar- 


gued 
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ooe a Doubt that without it we 
Id not have obeyed the Com- 
mand. And our Saviour would not 
ſeem to ſuſpet us, or entertain fo 
bad an Opinion of us, as if we want- 
ed a farther Promiſe of more Advan- 
tages to engage us to remember the 
ineſtimable Bleſſings he had already 
conferred upon us, and by his Death 
was about to compleat. He knew 
that he had given us many Promiſes 


of his Commands, and by his Apoſ- 
tles intended to confirm them with 
more. If (fays our Saviour) a Man 
love me, he will keep my Words: 
and my Father will love him, and we 
« will come unto him, and make our 
„ abode with him.“ And, ( fays St. 
James] draw nigh unto God, and he 
will draw nigh unto you.“ In theſe 
general Aſſurances our Lord might 
well expect his Diſciples to acquieſce, 
and Farr it would have been be- 
neath him, and a kind of undervalu- 


a Joh. 14. 23. b Jan. 4 8. 
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of ſuch Grace upon the Obſervation 
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ing his own Authority, to have added 
ſuch a Promiſe after every Precept, 
eſpecially that to which we are ob- 
liged in a Manner ſo particularly 
ſtrong. He ſeems therefore to have 
left the Ordinance to ſpeak for itſelf. 
And indeed they who will not be ſa- 
tified, nor allow that Grace is to be 
expected from hence becauſe no par- 
ticular Promiſe is ſubjoined to it, re- 
ſemble thoſe perverſe and unreaſonable 

ews, who after being Witneſſes to 
o many of Feſus's Miracles, aſked 
him to „ ſhew them a Sign from 
Heaven.“ 

But for a full Deciſion of this Point, 
it ſhould be confider'd that the Bread 
and Wine taken in this Sacrament are 
by Chrift, who enjoined it, expreſly 
called bis own Body and Blood. And 


| ſuch they certainly become to the 


faithful Receiver. To him the Words 
imply that Chriſt is preſent in a Man- 
ner real, particular, and extraordinary, 


a Lade 11. 16. 


tho” 
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tho incomprebenſible and ſpiritual.* And | 


is it to be imagin'd poſſible for the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt to be taken by any 
Perſon, or for Chriſt to be emphati- 
cally preſent to him, without his ex- 
—— the beſt Effects from this 

articipation and Union? But no Ef- 
fect is ſo 


probable, or ſo uſeful, as 


the comfortable and aſſiſting Influence 


of Grace, by which the Soul may at 
once be refreſhed with the Memory 
of 


promis d virtually (if not directly), 


and to all Intents and Purpoſes. For 


ſuch a Communication and Preſence 
may well be conceiv'd to carry with 
them all the Benefits (among which 


Grace is a principal one) whereof | 


a See Bp. Smalridge. Serm. 55. p. 571. Both 
Papiſts, and Proteſtants acknowledge a rea/ Pre- 
ſence in the Lord's Supper, yet there is a great 
Difference between them. The former are for a car- 
val or bodily Preſence ; the latter for a ſpiritual and 
figurative Preſence, which as to the Effects and Be- 
refits is no leſs real than the other. See Caollier's 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, V. 1. p. 261. 


_ Chriſt's 


paſt Mercies, and ſtrengthened a- | 
gainſt future Temptations. So that in 
thoſe Words of Chrift this Grace is | 
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Chriſt's Body once offered in Sacrifice 
was the meritorious Cauſe. 


Sec T. IX. 


From what has been faid it appears 
that ſome Benefits are to be expected 
from duly commemorating Chrift's 
Death, and that they are of the par- 
ticular Kind juſt mentioned. And 
thus both the Queſtions relating to 
this Sacrament in general are anſwer- 
ed. The Neceſſity and Nature of 
Preparation, the Promiſe and Con- 
veyance of Grace, have been plain- 
ly ſhewn to be contain'd in the ve- 
ry Words of the Inftitution. The 
Connection between the Queſtions 
is cloſe; which together with the 
Neceſſity both of Preparation and 
Grace may be illuſtrated in the fol- 
lowing Manner. The Death of Chr: 
is as much the Life of the Soul as 
Bread and Wine are the Suſtenance of 
the Body. Now, we know that a 
Man's Body cannot be ſupported and 
maintained in Health and Strength 

a See p. 5. without 
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without the Suſtenance of Bread, the 
Staff of Life, and Wine, the Chearer 
of the Heart. And thus the Vigour 
of the Soul conſiſts in Faith in the 
Son of God; Re , Goodneſs ; 
and Grace, which firſt promotes, and 
then in a larger Degree is made the 
Reward of, theſe Virtues : without 
which the Soul, as to all religious 
Habits, would languiſh away and die. * 
But theſe Virtues are all Effects of 
Chriſt's Death, and the due Remem- 
brance of it. It we cannot exactly 
account how Grace ſuſtains and im- 
proves the Soul, neither can we per- 
fectly explain how Meat and Drink 
contribute to the Support and Growth 
of the Body. Yet the one is as certain 
as the other. 

This Connection between the two 
Queſtions relating to Preparation and 
Grace will likewiſe furniſh an Anſwer 
to an Objection that may be made to 


a See Bp Fleetood's Reaſonable Communicant, 
a Diſcourſe on the Sacrament between a Miniſter and 
one of his Pariſhioners, 


what 
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what has been ſaid. If reforming Grace 
(fay ſome) be the Conſequence of this 
Ordinance, why do ever any Com- 
municants live wickedly ? The An- 
{wer is, It cannot be ed that 


this, or any other, Ordinance ſhould 


ace Human Nature beyond a Pofli- 

« of finning. The Irregularity in 
the Lives of ſome Communicants may 
be accounted for from their improper 
Performance of this Duty. Grace is 
communicated (we have Reaſon to 
believe) according to the previous 
Qualifications of the Receiver; and 
we know it cannot be retain'd with- 
out great Care and Perſeverance after- 
wards. But this is no Argument that 
they who come duly qualified do not 
receive this Grace. Nor is it any Rea- 
ſon for others to cenſure the Ordi- 
nance, when the Fault is in them- 
ſelves. It ſhould rather put them up- 
on acquiring the proper Qualifica- 
tions and Affections, without which 
the beſt of Ordinances muſt be inct- 
fectual. St. James exhorts Chriſtians 
F to 
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to Prayer, the Neglect of which he 
tells is the Cauſe of their ill 
Succeſs; © Ye have not, becauſe ye 
« aſk not : alluding, no doubt, to 
our Saviour's Promiſe, ** Aſk, and it 
„ ſhall be given you.. But the A- 
poſtle immediately ſubjoins, « Ye aſk 
« and receive not, becauſe alk 
% amiſs.” © Now is this forbidding 
them to aſk any more? or can any one 
of common Senſe argue from hence 
that Prayer is untverſally inefficacious, 
and that he is hereby excuſed from 
praying at all? The true Concluſion 
is, that Men ought to be careful to 
pray in a right Manner, and upon 
good Motives, not to lay aſide the 
Duty itſelf; which therefore the ſame 
Apoſtle recommends afterwards in the 
warmeſt Terms, and inculcates with 
the moſt ſolemn Earneſtneſs. 


a Jan. 4. 2. b Matt. 7. 7. c Jan. 4. 3 
d Jan. 5. 13, 16, 17, Ec. 7 
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CH Ax. III. 
Of the Communion-Office. 


Nox the Second Head of this 

Enquiry I am to treat of the 
Manner wherein the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper is adminiſtered in the 
Church of England. 


WHEN the bleſſed Work of the 
Reformation was encouraged by the 
Civil Powers, and ſet about in 
earneſt, * the wiſe and good Men 
concerned in it thought proper to be- 
gin with the 8 And 
urely with great Reaſon; ſince that 
which was in daily Uſe muſt needs 
have a mighty and conſtant Influence 
upon the People who uſed it. It was 
therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to have this ſound, right, and agree- 


able to the Word of God. And whe- 
ther it was on Account of the Im- 


a In the Reign of King Edward VI. 
F 2 portance 
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rtance of this Sacrament itſelf, or 

uſe the greateſt Corruptions in 
the Liturgy were thoſe which related 
to the Celebration of this Ordinance, 
the Communion - Office was the very 
firſt Part they undertook to amend. * 
However, they proceeded in this, as 
they did afterwards in the other Parts 
of the Liturgy, with great Judgment 
and Temper; leaying out only what 
was faulty, and never changing mere- 
ly for the fake of Alteration. 

Before I come to the Office itſelf, 
it will be proper to confider the Ex- 
bortations appointed to be read when 
Notice is given ſome Time before- 
hand of the Celebration of the holy 
Communion. 

The former of theſe is a clear and 
affecting Account of the End and De- 
ſign of this Sacrament, of our Obli- 
gations to attend it, and the Qualifi- 


a See Dr. Warner's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of Exg- 
Lind, Vol. 2. p. 259. 
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prev 

been faid to be ſo far from anſwering 
the End propoſed, as even to deter 
ſome People from coming to the Sa- 


crament. An En tion of the Par- 
ticulars of which it conſiſts may ſhew 
how unreaſonable this Objection is. 
As for ſome Notice being given of 
the Communion, it cannot be denied 
to be very proper; ſince it would be 
inconſiſtent with the Preparation which 
the Church enjoins, (and which has 
been above prov'd to be requiſite) as 
well as very unfit in itſelf, to have the 
moſt ſolemn Office of our Religion 
performed without any previous Warn- 
in 


And the Notice we are now conſi- 
dering — 1. requires ſerious and de- 
vout Diſpoſitions in them who pro- 
poſe to be Receivers of this Sacra- 
ment. Now if theſe are neceſſary in 
every other Act of religious Duty, (as 
they certainly are) they muſt be parti- 
i Rs << 


66 An Enquiry concerning 
cularly ſo in the moſt ſolemn one of all. 
2. It calls the Lord's Supper comfort- 
able, by way of encouraging People 
to partake of it. 3. It — — its End 
and Deſign, and ſhews why it is our 
Duty to receive it. 4. It cautions 
us to prepare for ſuch R ion in 
ſtrong, yet mild Terms, directs 
us how to prepare: viz. by a careful 
Comparing of our Lives with God's 
Laws, a fincere Repentance, firm 
Faith, and full Truſt in God and 
Teſus Chriſt. 


Now what is there terrifying in 


all this? Can any Thing, on the 
contrary, be better calculated to con- 
vey Comfort and Encouragement ? 


But one particular Expreſſion in this 


Exhortation gives great Offence; — 


« Otherwiſe,” (that is, if you do 


not review and amend your Lives as 
the Goſpel directs) the Receiving 
« of the holy Communion doth No- 
thing elſe but increaſe your Damna- 
* ton.” If we examine theſe Words 
more cloſely, we ſhall find Nothing 
unrea- 
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unreaſonable in them. For if we al- 
low a careleſs and unworthy Receiy- 
ing of the Sacrament to be a Sin, it 
muſt increaſe our Damnation : That 
is, it muſt expoſe us to the greater 
Danger of being damned by adding 
to our Sins; every one of which may 
be faid to increaſe our Damnation, as 
this is the ſure Conſequence of them 
without Repentance. Now certainly 
ſuch an indevout Conduct with regard 
to the Sacrament is a very great Sin. 
And therefore to ſay that Men there- 
by run the greater Hazard of being 
damned (its being unrepented of al- 
ways ſuppoſed) is entirely agreeable to 
the Tenor of the Goſpel, and can 
be no real Ground for any extraor- 
dinary Terror, or Diſcouragement. 
Thoſe therefore who would find an 
Excuſe for neglecting this Ordinance 
muſt own themſelves, here at leaſt, 
diſappointed. 
The ſecond Exhortation ( which 
there is but too much Reaſon, in ge- 


neral, for uſing inſtead of the former) 
is 
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is a plain and lively Expoſtulation with 
the negligent, and anſwers the Pre- 
tences commonly alledged to excuſe a 
Non-attendance on the Sacrament. 


SECT. II. 

The Office for adminiſtring the 
Sacrament begins with that perfect 
Pattern of all our Devotions both pub- 
lick and private, the Lord's Prayer. 

Then follows a moſt ſolemn Collect 


acknowledging God's Omniſcience, | 
and intimating our own _— In 


it peti- 
tions for his Holy Spirit to cleanſe our 


uence of both whic 


Hearts, and to inſpire us with a per- 

fect Love of God. And, no doubt, 
Purity, as well as this Love, is very 
neceſſary on our nearer Approach to 
Him. But with how exact a Propriety 
we pray for the Love of God at this par- 

ticular Time, and juſt before a Recital 
of the "vor Bens yo_ from what 


our Saviour ſays of this Love, vis. 


that on it, and the Love of our Neigh- | 


bour, © hang all the Law and the 


Pro- 


| 
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Prophets.” * The Love of our Neigh- 
bour is included in that of God, 
ing a direct Conſequence from it, and 
exerted for his ſake. 

Our Conſciences are then awakened 
by the ten Commandments. * Theſe 
are ſolemnly pronounced while the 
Congregation are on their Knees, as 
if they were hearing the Law pro- 
mulged anew. But indeed they ought 
now to recolle& our Saviour's Expla- 
nations and Improvements of it, which 
bind it more ſtrongly upon the Con- 
ſciences of Chriſtians. At the End of 
every Commandment a Pauſe is made 
for 15 People with ane Voice to im- 
plore the Mercy of God for their paſt 
Offences againſt it, and his Grace that 
they may obſerve it for the Time to 
COME. 


a Matt, 22. 37 — 40. b The Rehearſal 
* of the Commandments was never appointed in any 
„Church, ancient or modern, but 4 5 in the Church 
* of England: So that this is an excellent Peculiar to 
—4 Liturgy.”* Biſſes's Beauty of Holineſs. p. . 

ote 


This 
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This is followed by a Prayer for 
the King; and with the trueſt Regard 
to juſt Order and Method ; fince the 
Duty of © honouring the King” is by 
the Apoſtle added immediately after 
that of *« fearing God. 

The ſucceeding Collect is one of 
thoſe Prayers in which the Church 
with admirable Spirit, Devotion, and 
Conciſenefs, fums up the Graces for 
which ſhe finds it neceſſary to pe- 
tition God the Father by the Media- 


tion of his Son Feſus Chrift. — In the | 


Epiſtle we hear an Apoſtle exhorting us 
— enforcing — 2 ſome Chriſtian 
Duty. Inſtead of this we have ſome- 
times a ſublime and inſtructive Paſ- 
ſage from one of the Prophets, or 
ſome Fact, or Sermon, out of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. Either of theſe Por- 
tions of holy Writ is confirmed, and 
as it were crowned and completed, 
by ſome Diſcourſe, Miracle, or Para- 
ble of our Saviour, or ſome Relation 
concerning him, in the Goſþe/. To 


a 1 Pet. 2. 17. 


this 
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this all may rejoice to liſten with the 
utmoſt Reverence and Attention, ſuch 
as become Creatures when their Crea- 
tor is giving them either unerring 
Rules for their Conduct, or inviola- 


ble Promiſes for their E nt. 
As the Decalogue, before recited, 


contains the Practice, ſo does the 
Creed, which follows next, the Faith, 
of a Chriſtian. Both together make 
the Whole of our * and there- 
fore we proceed to the latter ve 
ſoon after the former. But bec 
no Man can believe for another, each 
is to repeat the Creed for himſelf. At 
the ſame Time we make this Repeti- 
tion aloud and all together, to ſignify 
our Unity and mutual Agreement. Thus 
we in ſome Meaſure comply with the 
Apoſtle's Direction and Prayer, while 
in this Confeſſion of God and his 
Son we with one Mind and one 
« Mouth glorify him, even the Fa- 
« ther of our Lord Jeſus Chrift.” * 
We next attend to an Exhorta- 
2 Rom, 15.5, 6. 


tion 


xpoſition and Apa. 
ration, Thick are made in a Sermon. 
From thence we go to the Com- 
munion - Table. Here the warmeſt 
Incentives and ſtrongeſt Motives to 
Charity, and a Liberality proportioned 
to — . propoſed 
in ſeveral Sentences taken from diffe- 
rent Parts of the Scriptures. And very 
juſtly as well as ſeaſonably; fince thoſe 
are g_m_ eſſentiall 
Chri/tian, and particularly proper to 
be inculcated when we are aſſembled 
to commemorate the higheſt Inſtance 
'of Chrift's Love to Mankind. 

Our Offerings and Prayers are then 
dedicated to God in a Form of great 
Extent and Comprehenſion ; in which 
we are invited to join by this Exhor- 
tation; Let us pray for the whole 
an State of Chriſfs Church militant 
here in Earth,” that is, the whole 
Body of thoſe who in any Part of 
the Univerſe profeſs the Faith of 
Chriſt, and * fight under his Ban- 

© ner 
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« ner againſt the Temptations of the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil.“ 
Not that the Prayers of our Church 
are confined to Chriſtians only: In fome 
of them we pray for the real Good 
of Jews and Heathens themſelves. In 
a following one we acknowledge that 
Chrift by his Death made Satisfaction 
for the Sins of the whole World. 
But ſince we have an intimate Com- 
munion with all who are Fellow- 
Members with us of Chris Body, 
and ſince we are aſſured that Salva- 
tion is through him alone, we are 
are obliged as to do good to, ſo to 
pray for, © eſpecially thoſe that are of 
the Houſhold of Faith.“ And it is 
moſt of all proper to do ſo in an Or- 
dinance which is peculiarly Chriſtian. 
The Prayer now under Conſideration 
firſt implores the general Virtues of 
Piety and Charity on the behalf of all 
Chriſtians. The Virtue of Charity is 
expreſt by that great and particular 
Branch of it, Unity, with manifeſt 
Alluſion to the many Diviſions be- 
a Office of Baptiſm. b See 4s 4.12, c Gal.6.to., 
_ tween 
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tween thoſe g the fame Chrif- 
tian Faith. But becauſe Men can nei- 


that God would continually inſpire 
them with a Spirit of Unity. This is 


exactly agreeable to the Doctrine of 
Grace before laid _ in this En- 

ry.* We next pray that God would 
— to all es the higheſt to 
the loweſt, each of which is particu- 
larly mentioned, the Graces reſpec- 
tively neceſſary for oting his own 
Glory and their Happineſs. We hold 
it unlawful to pray fo the Dead, be- 
caufe the Scriptures acquaint us that 
Chriſt is the only Mediator, or Inter- 
ceflor, between God and Man. We 
hold it vain to pray for them, becauſe 
from the ſame tures we ſeem au- 
thoriſed to infer that their Doom is 
now unalterably fixed according to 
their former Behaviour in this Life. 
But we tank God for all who lived 
and died Saints and true Chriſtians. 


a-Chap. 2.5. ;, fs. -- 
We 
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We pray him to give us Grace to imi- 
tate thoſe Virtues of which he was 
the firſt Author, and thus to conduct 
Us alſo into the Church triumphant. 
But to take away all Shadow of a 
Pretence for calling this Petition a 
Praying to Saints, we offer it up with 
the reſt in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
calling bim our only Mediator and 
« Advocate.” : 

After this Prayer, is read an Ex- 
hortation to thoſe who attend with a 
Deſign of receiving the Communion. 
For ſome Time having paſt fince that 
wherein Warning was given of the 
Celebration, it is thought proper to 
repeat, and recall to their Minds, what 
was then faid concerning the Nature 
and End of this Sacrament, together 
with the Qualifications for receiving 
it rightly, at the very Time of the 
Celebration itſelf. The Words indeed 
are different, and deſerve the greater 
Attention becauſe they ſhew the Senſe 
in which both our Tranſlators of the 
New Teſtament, * the „ 

3 2 0 
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of our Li „ underſtood the Word 
Damnation here uſed : Which is that 
of temporal Judgments, and Puniſh- 
ments to be inflifted in the preſent 
Life. For immediately after a Decla- 
ration that by receiving this holy Sa- 
crament unworthily we eat and 


„drink our own Damnation,” it is 


added, as if by way of Explanation, — 


« we kindle 's Wrath againſt us, 
«« we provoke him to plague us with 


« us with diverſe Diſeaſes, and ſun- 
« dry Kinds of Death. Judge there- 
« fore yourſelves, Brethren, hat ye be 
not judged of the Lord.” So that 
thoſe Words, wie eat and drink our 
« own Damnation,” in ſtriftneſs may 
mean no more than, —** we make our- 
«« ſelves liable to God's Jud t and 
« Condemnation, we run hazard 
t of being condemn'd, by eating and 
drinking“ The interpreting the 
Word Damnation in this Paſſage of 
eternal Damnation, has diſcouraged 

a See Dr. Stanhope, Epiſt. and Goſp. Vol. 2. p. 
528 — 31, and likewiſe Dr, Beajamin Calamy's 2d 
Sermon. many 
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many from offering themſelves to re- 
ceive this Sacrament. At leaſt ſuch 
has been their Pretence, when urged. 
to it. Yet ſtill I think that the Words, 
«* increaſe your Damnation,” in a for- 
mer Exhortation, may be underſtood 
as I have before explained them. * 
And indeed fince both the. Sin and 
Puniſhment may with due Care be 
avo:ded, I fee no harm in underitand- 
ing Damnation, there at leaſt, in: the 
ſevereft Senſe; nor is its being thus 
underſtood a good Excuſe for neglect- 
ſo material a Duty as that of — 
in 2 this Sacrament. 


Ser. N. 


All the Addreſſes hitherto made to 
the Congregation. are to be confidered. 
as Warnings not to come to this Sa- 
crament in an undue Frame of Mind. 
In order to give the more Notice and 
Time for a devout Diſpoſition, ſome 
of them are directed to be pronounced 
ſeveral Days before. Vet that does 

. | 
G. 3 not 
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not make the laſt an uſeleſs Repeti- 


tion. 'Thoſe. were general Invitations, | 


and Declarations upon what Terms 
they were to communicate. Of theſe 


the People now preſent have accepted. | 
An Application therefore is next made | 


to them in particular, for their better 
Recollection before they go any far- 
ther. * This is defi to go home 


to Mens Boſoms and Conſciences, in | 


order to their and final Exa- 
mination, and that if any Thing has 
been omitted before, it may be ſup- 


r 


uch a Way of acting is no more than 
what is uſual even in the common 
Affairs of Life. If a Contract is to 
de made, tho' the Conditions have all 


time before, yet at the Concluſion 
of it the Particulars are repeated, and 


ſeverally conſented to by both Parties. 


The Agreement was made perhaps 
| long ago, yet the Leaſe is always read 


 — mutt conſder, &c. 
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ture Happineſs in a Mea- 
depends, 2 which 1 to 
the fer Bleſſings Man is ca- 
le of receiving ? 
this Application, it would 
iſs if tome Pauſe were ob- 
d, that the Perſons to whom it is 
made may have Time to recolle& 
themſelves, and diſcover whether they 
are endued with a proper Senſe of 
what they are about, and the Quali- 
fications required. If they find 
are not, it might be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve our Saviour's Direction in « Wo 
5 | Caſe. * 
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Caſe. * But if upon this none go a- 
way, they may all be conſidered as 
willing to upon the Terms 
propoſed. That ſomething like this 
was the original Deſign of our Church, 
may be collected from her next Ad- 
dreſs to the Congregation. For in 
this {he ſpeaks to them as © truly and 
* earneſtly repenting of their Sins, 
and bids them draw near with Faith, 
and take this holy Sacrament to their 
« Comfort.” But a Comfort to them 
the before had often told them it 
could not be, without ſuch Repent- 
ance. - — 4 likewiſe 4 them to 
conſeſi their Sins, whic | 
EA of them. „ 
Such exceeding great, ſuch repeat- 
ed, Caution does our wiſe and ten- 
der Mother ufe to prevent her Chil- 
dren from partaking of this Sacra- 
ment unworthily. Yet in what has 
been ſaid concerning this Courſe of 
Admonitions, and their De 
upon cach other, I would not be un- 


See Mart. 5, 23, 24. - 
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derſtood, to intimate that no one is 
to be ex at, or admitted to, this 
Sacrament who did not hear the firſt 


Notice. The attending to this Notice 


is, in general, very proper and neceſſ- 
But People may be both fit, and «4 
liged, to receive the Sacrament, who 
had not the Op yore Loo "A at 
Church when hon What was 


S ECT. IV. 


You are next exhorted to confe/5 
your Sins, which is the natural Ex- 
of true Repentance. This 
Confeſſion ought to be made under 
the d Senſe of the Majeſty and 
Holineſs of God, and our own Un- 
worthineſs and Sinfulneſs, which 
muſt needs work in us the greateſt 
Humility and Contrition. It ought 
to be made with Earneſtneſs and 
2 * _ the firmeſt _ 
Juſtice and M 

2 A. of 1 which would have 


liged him to puniſh Sinners without 
giving them any Hopes of ron, 
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had not the latter accepted of the 


Merits and Sufferings of Feſus Chrift 
as a Satisfaction. Of theſe therefore, 
his only Refuge, the confeſſing Sinner 
muſt lay hold, and thro' them pray 
for Forgrveneſs of what is paſt, and 
Grace to amend his future Life, the 
Proof and End of true Repentance. 
And all this muſt be done with a 
View to the Glory of God. Now eve- 
ry one of theſe Qualifications requiſite 
to a genuine Confeſfion are contained 
in the Form directed to be uſed here, 
which is drawn up with the greateſt 
Simplicity and Propriety of Expreſ- 
fion. It is indeed the very Language 
that one would ſuppoſe to flow from 
the Heart of a real Penitent. 

While you are proftrate in this Act 


of Sorrow and Humiliation, he whoſe 


Office it is, ſuppoſing you to comply 
with the Conditions required in the 
Scriptures, declares or pronounces to 
you, with a becoming Mixture of Sup- 

lication and Authority, that Mercy, 
Pardon > and Reſtoration to Goodneſs 
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—_ there promiſed thro? 


Tek C 
Te ne is the Foundation 
2 all true Comfort to thoſe who'may 
wn to be now much de- 
jected the many mortifying Re- 
flections ſuggeſted to them by their 
own Conſciences. It ĩs therefore ſoa- 
ſonably applied to nt their de» 
ſpairing. But leaſt their Minds ſhould 
be confounded, and their Belief ſtag- 
gered, with ſo abundant a Mercy pour- 
ing in upon them all at once, 3 
are graduafly confirmed by ſeveral re- 
viving Sentences both of our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, which affirm the 


Ends of his Doctrine, Coming, and 
Interceſſion, to be the Happineſs and 
Salvation of returning Sinners. 

Thus encouraged, the Congregation 
are exhorted to raiſe their Thoughts 
above what is merely before their 
Eyes; which having conſented to do 
towards the higheſt Object to which 


$9 ** * your Hearts.” See Bp. Jewel's Apo- 


they 
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they are capable of carrying them, 
they are again exhorted to be thank- 


ful to the Lord their God; the Rea- 


ſonableneſs and Duty of which they 
likewiſe acknowledge. The Prieſt hav- 
ing thus brought them to a due Tem- 
per of Mind turns to the Lord's Table, 
and addreſſes himſelf to Almigh 
God in the Words of their 
Anſwer made ſtronger and extended 
to all Circumſtances. * 

But tho' we are indebted to God, 
and ought to thank him, for every 
Thing we poſſeſs, yet we have re- 
ceived ſome extraordinary Mercies 
from him, and ſuch as call for gd 
cular Acknowledgements, which are 
therefore occaſionally rendered. Theſe 
are the Nativity, Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion of his Son Feſus Cbriſt, the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon rhe 
Apoſtles, to which is added the Myſ- 
tery of the Bleſſed Trinity ; all pro- 
ductive of Conſequences the moſt be- 
neficial to Mankind. And our Grati- 


a It is very meet,“ Sr. 
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tude is expreſſed in a Strain of ſuch ex- 
alted Devotion, ſuch correR, ſcriptural 
Rapture, as places all Heaven before 
our Eyes, and unites us with the bleſs- 
ed Inhabitants of thoſe eternal Man- 
fions in praiſing and glorifying our 
common Creator. 

Dur Thoughts are now ſuppoſed to 
be wrought up to a very high Pitch. 
But, as nothing is more ſubject to 
Extremes than the human Mind, leſt 
we ſhould be too much elated, and 
remove from the Borders of Deſpair 
to an unjuſtifiable Confidence, the 
Prieſt in the humbleſt Poſture, and in 
the Name of all preſent, diſclaims all 
Truſt in our own Merit.“ He acknow- 
ledges our great Unworthineſs, and 
throws us all upon the Divine Mercy, 
which he earneſtly prays for in order 
to make us ſuch worthy Receivers of 
this Sacrament that we may 'obtain 


the Benefit of it. 


a Therefore with Angels,” Sr. 
b We do not preiume, r. 
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StcT. u. 


E Thing which regards the 
88 of the Communicants, and 
their Introduction to this ſolemn Or- 
dinance, being duly provided for, the 
Prieſt proceeds to the Prayer of Con- 
fſecration. In the Beginning of which 
we ſee the Church ſtill retaining 
the Care ſhe has all along expreſs- 
ed to make her Children acquaint- 
ed with the End of, the Qualifica- 
tions for, and the Benefits to be ex- 
pected from, this Sacrament. For ſhe 
now again reckons them all. up in 
an A to * Almighty God, our 
« heavenly Father,” thanking him for 
his ineſtimable Mercy to us, profeſs- 
ing an Obedience to his Commands, 
and praying for the Reward promiſed 
tO it. | 
The Conſecration of the Elements, 
or the making them holy, is the fe- 
ating them from common Uſe. It | 
is the ſelecting ſome ſmall Portions 
out of the great Abundance of = 
chic 
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chief Supports of Life with which 
God hath bleſt us, and dedicating them 


to the Giver. It is the appropriating 


them to him in ſuch a Manner, as to 
make them the Repre ſentatives of 
Chri/t's Body and Blood. This is done 
by the Prieſt's pronouncing over the 
Bread and Wine, which at the ſame 
Time he reverently takes into his 
Hands, the very Words uſed by our 
Bleſſed Saviour at the firſt Inſtitution 
of this Sacrament. Simplicity, Spirit, 
and Solemnity are here equally diſ- 
cernible, and admirable. As the Re- 
preſentation is plain, and evident to 
the Senſes, fo is the Signification in- 
ſtructive to the Underſtanding, carry- 
ing it back by an awful Reflection to 
one of the laſt and moſt ſolemn Ac- 
tions of our Saviour's Life. 

The Elements being thus made the 
Repreſentations of Chriſts Body and 
Blood, and he being underſtood to be 
really, tho not corporally, preſent with 
them ; they are diſtributed to each 

a See Note p. 58, 
H 2 Perſon, 
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Perſon, with a Prayer, that the Sacri- 
fice of Jeſus Chriſt, here exhibited, 
may be applicd to his particular Caſe, 
ſo as to procure eternal Happineſs for 
the whole Man; concluding with a 
ſolemn Admonition to remember, be- 
lieve in, and be thankful to, his Savi- 
our. But no Paraphraſe can come up 
to the Propriety and Emphaſis, the 
Beauty and Strength, of that Expreſ- 
fion, — feed on him in thy Heart 
« by Faith with Thankſgiving.” For 
theſe few Words comprehend both 
the Qualifications preceding, the Af- 
fections attending, and the Duties fol- 
lowing, this Sacrament. | 


Sec T. VI. 


The remaining Part of this Office 
is a Collection of Prayers referring to, 
and fit to be added after the Perform- 
ance of, an Action of ſo much Solem- 
nity and Conſequence. The firſt of 


theſe is the Lord's Prayer, with which 


we cloſe the Communion as properly 
as we begun it. Of the two follow- 


„ wm a erg ee mnicPEeg © wa mY 


the Lord's Supper. 89 
ing Prayers (either of which may be 
uſed) the former 17 our 2 
heavenly Father of his t M 
to at our Hands this Sacrifice 
of Praiſe, and of our own Perſons, in- 
effectual indeed and unworthy in itſelf, 
but commanded by him, and there- 
fore our Duty, and acceptable on ac- 
count of Chriff's Merits, the Benefits 
of which we devoutly implore. In the 
latter we thank God for ſpiritually 
feeding us with Chri/t's Body and Blood, 
and thereby aſſuring, or applying, to us 
that Covenant by virtue of which we 
are admitted into Fellowſhip with the 
Saints, and an Inheritance of eternal - 
Happineſs. And we beg the Afhſtance 
of his Grace to enable us to perform 
our Part of the Covenant, which con- 
fiſts in Obedience to him, and the 
uniform Practice of all Goodneſs. 

The glorifying Clauſe at the End 
of each of theſe Prayers very aptly 
connects them with, and introduces 
ns to, the very ſublime and affecting 
Hymnwhich follows, adopted from the 

H 3 primi- 


90 An. Enquiry concerning 
primitive Liturgies. This opens with 
that Divine Strain with which the 
Multitude of the Hoſt uſher- 
ed the Son 1 hv rec 
The reſt is a Rhapſ re- 
peated Praiſes ——— —. 
with the moſt glowing Piety, Energy, 
and Spirit, and addreſſed to the three 
Perſons of the ever-blefſed Trinity 
according to their ſeveral Diſtinctions 
and Relations; in whoſe Name the 
Congregation are now diſmiſſed with 
a Benediction truly Apoſtolical, and 
agreeable to Scripture. 
Such is the Office which the Church 
of England has ided for the Ce- 
lebration of the Lord's Supper. And 
after this Courſe of Obſervations on 
its ſeveral Parts, we may truly affirm 
of the Whole taken together, that in 


it is kept up the proper Medium be- 
tween an u Plainneſs, and an 


Exceſs of Ornament. It vindicates to 
the Ordinance its. juſt Dignity, and 
at the ſame Time preſerves its origi- 


nal Simplicity. In ſhort, here is So- 


lemnity 
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lemnity without Formality, and R 
rence without Superſtition 155 


S Ee r. VII. 


I HAvx now gone thro' the two 
2 of which it was propoſed that 
e preſent Enguiry ſhould confiſt; the 

Fi treating * is Sacrament in ge- 
neral, the Second of the Manner where- 


in it is adminiſtered in the Church of 


England particularly. From both 
which its Nature and End, together 
with the Duty and Advantage of re- 
ceiving it, cannot but appear. But 
the former are too little underſtood, 
and the latter too much neglected, 
to the great Decreaſe of Chriſtian Pie- 
ty. I therefore by way of Sup- 
plement and Concluſion to this Trea- 
tiſe, recollect and recapitulate the 
foregoing Obſervations and Arguments, 
and add a few others, in hopes of con- 
tributing ſomething to the Correction 
of thoſe fatal Miſtakes. 


This 
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This Sacrament is certainly, in its 
— and * a — 2 

epreſentation of Chr:i/fs Death, eſ- 
with TE the Manner 
ity in which he died. It is 
inance inſtituted by way of 
Memorial of his being offered on the 
Croſs as a Sacrifice for Mankind, and 
ſuffering in their ſtead the Puniſh- 
ment which they deſerved, and to 
which they had expoſed themſelves by 
their Sins. 

The Duty of complying with this 
Ordinance 1s ſufficiently clear from its 
being the expreſs Command of Chryt 
himſelf ; a Cad not confined to 
the Apoſtles and their Age, but ex- 
tending to all Chri/tians in all Ages. 
This is plain from St. Paul's urging 
that Command, among the other Cir- 
cumſtances of the Inſtitution, to the 
Corinthians, for their Direction in the 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper. 
And if fo, how come we to think 
ourſelves at Liberty to diſobey this 


pecially 
and Ca 


Command ? If our Saviour may be 


diſobeyed 
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diſobeyed in one Inſtance, then. he 
may in another. But if not in others, 
why may he in this? Upon the ſame 
Principles, by which Men diſpenſe 
with themſelves from following bis 
Injunction, they may reaſon them- 
ſelves out of all Chriſtian Duties. For 
they all ſtand upon the ſame Founda- 
tion, the Command of God and Je- 
ſus Chriſt. It is hard to believe any 
one ſo wicked as to renounce all Re- 
ligion. At the ſame time it might 
be expected that reaſonable Creatures 
ſhould pay the ſame Regard .to the 
Divine Authority in one Caſe, which 
they do in another. | 

The great Advantage derived from 
this Sacrament is Grace, to aſſiſt us in 
our future Obedience to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel. And in this Particular 
our Duty and Intereſt coincide. For 
as our Duty to God requires us to 
comply with his Commands, ſo our 
Duty to Ourſelves requires us to do 


| this in the eaſieſt Manner which is 


conſiſtent with its being done effect- 
ually. 
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ually. But as the Will of God can- 
not be performed at all (as, generally 
ſpeaking, it cannot) without the Grace 
to be obtained from this Sacrament, 
the Benefit of receiving it, and our 
Obligation to receive, become till 
greater and ſtronger. 

If Perſons here object the Difficulty 
of preparing themſelves for this Or- 
dinance, I refer them to the Office 
juſt now conſidered. For a careful 
Peruſal of this, together with the Ar- 
ticles of Religon, and ſome other 
Forms to be found in our Common- 
Prayer-Book, (which are always at 
hand, and between which there is 
the cloſeſt Connection, the exacteſt 
Harmony) is the beſt Preparation for 


this important Duty. 
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CONCLUSION. 


HE Particulars juſt mentioned 
have been all either enlarged 
upon, or hinted at, in the foregoing 
- - To theſe may be added 
other g Reaſons and Motives. © 


The Lord's Supper was inſtituted 
in the Place of the Paſſover. * But 
every Jew was obliged to eat of the 
Paſſover. * Therefore every Chriſtian 


a This is evident from the Form of Word: reſpec- 
tively pronounced at the Celebration of theſe two 
Ordinances. At that of the Paſſover, the Maſter of 
the Family, taking the unleavened Bread into his 
Hand, aid, This is the Bread of Affliction which 
* our Fathers did eat in Egypt. (See Dr. Stan bepe's 
Epiſt. and Goſp. Vol. 3. p. 516, 17) At the Ce- 
lebration of the Sacrament of the Lerd”s Supper, the 
Prieſt in Chriſ's Name and Words ſays, This is 
** my Body.” And the firſt Form is certainly the true 
Key to the laſt, not thoſe Parabolical and Allegorical 
Words of Chrif, „I am the Vine —— I am the 
„Door.“ b Sce Exel. 12. 47. 


18 


An Enquiry concerning 
is obliged to of the Lord's 
Supper. For ſurely the Memoria ſhould 
be regarded at leaſt equally with the 
Type. And the Circumſtance of this 
Sacrament's ſuperſeding the Paſſover 
is doubtleſs oneReaſon why our Church 
in her Rubricks enjoins all her Mem- 
bers to receive at Eater, the Time 
when the Chriſtian Paſſover is cele- 
brated. Another may be, that tho' 
the Sacrifice was offered when Chriſt 
died, his Reſurrection firſt declared it 
to be accepted. 


96 


By neglecting the Communion Men 
actually refuſe to remember Chriſ in 
the Way which he has appointed. And 
the giving it as a Reaſon that they are 
not fit, is in effect ſaying that they 
will not obey his Precepts, or be good 
Chriſtians. This indeed is often only 
2 evaſive Anſwer, which ſome make 

o put off the Miniſter when he aſks 
rl why they do not communicate. 


But Chriſt has commanded us to do 
it. 
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it. *God is not mocked.” * Wilful Neg- 


left, and affected Ignorance are inex- 
cuſable. A bad Life, and an Unwilling- 
neſs either to attend this Sacrament or 
to amend, is a Pretence doubly wretch- 
ed. A rational Preparation has been 
ſhewn to be not ſo difficult. But the 
main Difficulty is to preſerve Men, in 
this Caſe, as well as others, from 
running into Extremes. 

Can we think that CBriſt, when he 
inſtituted this Sacrament, intended 
that only a few ſhould partake of it? 
If one of a different Religion was to 
be told that this Inſtitution was ap- 
pointed by the Founder. of our Reli- 


gion, (as all Chriſtians allow) and 


ſhould at the ſame Time obſerve how 
many of us turn our Backs upon it; 
what could he think? Surely, that 
we were not fincere. He might well 
wonder what People meant , = 
feſſing a Religion, and at the ſame 
neglecting it's chiefeſt Ordinance. 
This would be a great Obſtacle to his 
a Gal, 6. 7. 
I Conver- 
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Converſion, which all muſt anſwer for 
that contribute to lay it in his Way. 

We can ſcarce expect indeed that 
thoſe who refuſe to e of the 
Memorial of Chriſt's Death ſhould do 
their Duty in endeavouring to bring 
others to be baptized into Death. 
And thus a Negle& of one of the 
Sacraments will naturally produce that 
of the other. 


If we conſider the great Tendency 
that the frequent Receiving of this 
Sacrament has to amend our Lives, 
they can hardly be Chriftians who re- 
fuſe to remember Chrift in a Way 
which is ſure to prove ſo conducive to | 


their preſent and future Happineſs. 


It is our indiſpenſable Duty to 
think and reflect upon Chriſts Death, 
and to expect his ſecond Coming. But 
the beſt Means to this End is the 
« ſhewing forth his Death till he 
come, which is done in this Sacra- 

| ment, * 
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ment. * It is the Receiving this Sacra- 
ment that ** aſſures us of our being 
« Members i rate in the myſti- 
cal Body of Chr:/#s Church,” b which 
indeed is no living Body without it. 
So that tho' thoſe Perſons do well and 
are to be commended who frequent 
the Church on ordinary Occaſions, 
yet it is the Attendance on this Inſti- 
tution which eſtabliſhes the Chriſtian. 
Indeed Men muſt take Care of their 
Behaviour afterwards, and not act as 
if they thought themſelves at Liberty 
to forget Chriſt the reſt of their Lives 
on Condition they remembered him 
at his Table. 


St. Pau reſolved to know No- 
« thing but Chriſt crucified.” * What 
ſort of Chri/tians muſt they be who 
are ignorant of him by neglecting the 


« 1 Cor. 11. 26. 

b Third Prayer at the End of the Communion. 
c Bp. Barnet on the Articles, Fol. Ed. p. 180. 
d 1 Cor. 2. 2. 


I 2 very 
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very Way in which he has commanded 
himſelf to be remembered ? 

If we do not comply with this 
Command when it is in our Power, 
and yet hope to be ſaved, we contra- 
dict what we profeſs when we learn 
and fay our Catechiſm, wherein we 
declare that the Sacraments are ge- 
* nerally neceſſary to Salvation.” 


The fame Church which provides 
the laſt-mentioned Inſtruction for her 
Members, in one of her Rubricks 
juſtly makes the Uncertainty of Life 
an Argument for communicating, eſ- 
pecially in Sickneſs. 


In a word, as the Receiving this Sa- 
crament is a Duty from which we 
cannot be excuſed, ſo the Way of 
celebrating it preſcribed the Church 
of England is the beſt of all others; 
and the Uſe of this excellent Office 1s 
moreover a great Incentive to the fre- 
quent Performance of that Duty. 
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AN 
APPENDI X, 
CONTAINING 
SOME Onsnnvarions 
On a BOOK entided | 


A plain Account of the IN, ature 
and End of the Lord's Supper. 


- © Penſez-y bien, mon Pere, et prenez garde 
e que Dieu ne change ce flambeau (la Grace) de 
« ſa place, et qu'il ne vous laiſſe dans les tene- 
<< bres, et ſans couronne, pour punir la froideur 
r i ſi importante à 
<« ſon Egliſe.” Les Provinciales, Let. 2. p. 26. 

Think ſeriouſly of it, Father, and take Care 
«that Goll in his juſt } does not remove 
<« the Light (i. e. Grace) from its Place, and 
« conſign you over to Darkneſs and Stripes, as a 
« juſt eward for your Coldneſs and Indifference 
«in ſuch an i t Cauſe of his Church.” 

Tranſlation of M. Paſcal by Mr. Andrews, 
Vol. x. p. 36. 
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ndix is written — 
to the Order of the foregoing Enquiry, to 
the Pages of which the References are made. 


CAP. I. SZ r. III. p. 12. 


« Bios this is not the only Place 
in Scripture from whence the 
« Duty in Queſtion may be collected. 

Indaed the Author of the Plain Ac- 
count inſinuates that the Duty of 
Preparation for the holy Communion 
is entirely founded u theſe few 
Words of St. Paul, Let a Man exa- 
« mine himſelf.” At the ſame time 
in his Paraphraſe of the whole Paſ- 
fage he is very diffuſe in proving that 
this Rule relates only to the particular 


Circumſtances the Cormthians were in 


when this — was written *. Now 


a Prop. 14. The Edition of the Plain Account 
here referr'd 3 1735. 


| — 


if 
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if this Rule be confined to theſe Circum- 
| ſtances, the Duty of Preparation in ge- 
neral cannot be entirely founded upon 
thoſe few Words; or, if that be fo 
founded, the Rule cannot be confined 
to the Corintbian Affairs. But from 
hence it ſeems to be the Author's De- 
ſign entirely to ſet afide the Duty of 
Preparation. And yet it does not ſtand 


upon ſo weak a Foundation as he 


would have it believed, even tho' the 
Words be allowed (which they muſt) 
to relate primarily to the Circum- 
ances of the Corinthians. For I have 
endeavoured to ſhew in the preceding 
EnqQuiIRY that there is ſtill Room 
for. drawing from them ſuch Direc- 
tions as are univerſal ; which very 
Thing indeed the Author himſelf elſe- 


where acknowledges.* Beſides, tho 


Doctrines not directly implied in this 
Paſſage of St. Pau! had been derived 
from it, would it follow that they are 
contained in no other Part of the fa- 


| 
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I agree with the Author, that all 
we can learn about a pofitrve Duty 
commanded in the Scriptures, muſt 
be from the Scriptures. * But then it 
muſt be from the Scriptures properl 
explained, that is, conſiſtently with 
the Nature and End of the Duty it- 
ſelf, and with other Parts of theſe 
holy Writings. 


Sec rT. IV. p. 17, &c. 


e Tho', without ſuch a Remem- 
*« brance all our Devotions are mere 
„ Mockery, yet in a poſitive Inſtitu- 
e tion, the very Eſſence of which con- 
« fiſts in the Remembrance of Chriſt, 
te there it muſt certainly be our Duty 
to remember him in a more minute 
ce and circumſtantial Manner.” 


And ſuch a icular Remembrance 
the Words of the Inſtitution intend, 


even as paraphraſed by the Author of 


the Plain Account, himſelf. For he 
interprets our remembering Chriſt by 


a Prop. 1, 2, 3. 
remem- 
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remembering him as his Diſciples,” = 
* as fincere Diſciples of Cbriſt, under 
« the Senfe of our ſtrict Obligations 
©*© to him as ſuch.” b But as this can- 


not be done to any purpoſe without | 


conſidering in what Manner we have 


behaved in this Relation, and how we 
are to behave in it for the future; 


he is inconſiſtent with himſelf, while | 


at the ſame time that he thus para- 
hraſes theſe Words, he rejects the 
otion of Preparation, whereof theſe 
Confiderations make a neceſſary Part. 


edge ſhould coſt us ſome Pain in 
*« the gaining, it ſecures us from the 
« infinitely 
« vitable Effect of neglecting or de- 
* ferring this neceſſary Inſight.” 

It is for this and the foregoing 
Reaſons, I ſup 
allows © Self-Examination to be a ne- 


ceſſary Duty, tho' not at any one par- 


ticular Time more than another. 


a P. 29. . 6 . 78. 


The 


Bid. p. 18. « And tho this Know- | 


ter which is the ine- 


poſe, that the Author 
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The Author however ſeems very 
defirous of ſaving Men the Trouble 
of ſuch an Examination. > He fays, 
« A true Chriſtian may be ſoon aſſured 
« of this: Whereas the very 

ion is whether a Man be a true 
Chriſtian, or not. 

The putting this Queſtion to our- 
ſelves is what we call Se//-Examina- 
tian: Av Exerciſe, the Au- 
thor — N before) but not 
peculiar, abſolutely neceſſary, and eſ- 
ſential to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Yet heglays he does not de- 
* ſhorten or flacken the Devo- 
tion at it. But how this can be pre- 
ſerved while the main Help to it is 
neglected, I am at a loſs to under- 
ſtand. 

But what follows is perhaps ſtill 
more unintelligible. We are to have 


theſe good Diſpoſitions, Repentance, 
Faith, Fc. yet we are not to exa- 


mine ourſelves about them; becauſe, 
it ſeems, they are Things implied on 

F. $7. b Prop. 17. c P. 122. 
the 
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the very Occaſion itſelf; yet we are 
too; but this is not the Examination 
meant by St. Paul, nor is it now par- 
ticularly neceſſary, tho ſuch a Review 
can at no Time be more properly ta- 
ken. There is a plain Contradiction 
in the Opinion expreſs d in the former 
Part of this laſt Sentence; and the 
Paſſage of St. Paul, together with our 
Author's Paraphraſe of it, has been 
conſidered, p. 10. and 103, Sc. All 
I further obſerve here is, that it is 


amazing to ſee him labouring ſo hard | 


to prove a Thing go be unneceſſary, 
which at the ſame Time he acknow- 
ledges to be ſo very ſeaſonable. 


er. . 


« We may therefore, and I think, 


* ought to ſay that thoſe who come 
eto the Sacrament without this ne- 
*« ceflary Preparation, come unwor- 
* thily.” 


a P. 72, 73. compare with P. 104, 107. 
This 
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This Author indeed infinuates * 
that there is no other Unworthineſs in 
this Caſe than that mentioned by St. 
Paul in the fore-cited Paſſage to the 
Corinthians. But this can never be 
allowed by thoſe who recolle& the 
Condition Þ required in a Few before 
he offered his Gift on the Altar, and 
grant that the Chriſtian Offering is at 
leaſt of as much Conſequence, and as 
nice a Thing. 

The ſame Writer intimates, that 
there is no Doubt but Perſons who 
have led very irregular and even wick- 
ed Lives, may come to this Sacra- 
ment with a proper Senſe and Notion 
of the Ordinance, and be worthy Re- 
ceivers. © And he fays very true. But 
the Queſtions are, whether they can 
come thus properly affected, or be 
ſuch Receivers, till they have repent- 
ed; and whether they can be ſaid to 
repent 'till they have examined them- 
ſelves, without which they cannot 


a Prop. 14, 15, 16. b S. Matt. 5. 23, 24. 
c P. 81. &c. "ond other Paſlages. 


K even 
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even know what Sins they have com- 
mitted. But indeed the Author's Drift 
here ſeems to be, to confine worthy 
Receiving to the entertaining devout 
Affections at the Time of Receiving. 
And in this View I cannot help fay- 
ing his Aſſertion is even profane and 
ſhocking. If he meant that a previous 
Repentance was neceſſary to ſuch Per- 
ſons, how comes he to ſuppreſs that 
important Circumſtance here, where 
certainly it ought to have been men- 
tioned ? But if it had been mentioned, 
the Aſſertion, ſo qualified, would not, 
I ſuppoſe, have ſerved his Turn. In- 
deed he concludes, *<I fay this of 
« ſerious Chriſtians, who ſincerely be- 
« lieve in CHriſt, as their Maſter and 
„Judge. = I do not know by what 
Meaſure he will determine a Man's 
Faith, but I am ſure that the Criterion 
eſtabliſh'd by me is his Works, 
or Manner of Lite. Þ 


a P. 92. b Jam. 2. 18. 
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SECT. VI. p. 22. 


What is ſaid in this Section may 
ſerve for an Anſwer to the Author's 
Remark upon the Books written on 
this Sacrament; where he intimates 
that many well- meaning Writers and 


Men of ſincere Piety have by the 


Strictneſs they required in this Ordi- 
nance infuſed much Terror and Su- 
perſtition, many Scruples into the 
Minds of honeſt Chriſtians. 


S ECT. VII. p. 28. 


The Author quotes a Paſſage of 
Fuſtin Martyr, who flouriſhed about 
the middle of the ſecond Century ; 
but he does not tell us in what 
Part of his Works it is contained. 
According to him the Father's Words 
are, They only were allowed to par- 
* take of the Euchariſt, who lived 
*« as Chriſt had commanded.” = In 


his Explanation, the Author ſuppoſes 


a P. 88. 
K 2 this 
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this Aſſertion of Tuſtin Martyr to be 
intended to procure the Excluſion only 
of notorious and open Sinners, who 
were to be rejected for the Reputa- 
tion of the Chriſtian Society. But it 
appears from the Paſſage of St. Jerom 
cited and referred to in the EN d- 
RY, that if notorious and open Sin- 
ners only were excluded from this Sa- 
crament, yet no Perſons were encou- 
raged to come to it by the Church in 
that Age, but thoſe who had taken 
ſome Pains by Self-Examination, &c. 
to qualify themſelves for receiving it. 


Cna vp. II. p. 28. 


Having in this Chapter endeavour- 
ed to prove the Reality and Neceſſity 
of active Grace in eral, and its 
near Conjunction with the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper in particular, I 
ſhall here conſider ſeveral Paſſages of 
this Author, whoſe principal Deſign 
it ſeems to be, to deny both the one 
and the other. Indeed the Reaſon he 
gives for undertaking his Work is dit- 

_ #£ 
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ferent, viz. to repreſent one of our 
Lord's Inſtitutions in its original 
« Simplicity,” * and thereby free ſome 
People from their Superſtitions about 
it. But while he is thus ſollicitous for 
the Simplicity, he evidently deſtroys 
the Dignity and Efficacy of the Ordi- 
nance, and opens the Way to a pro- 
fane Negligence with reſpect to it. 

As for Grace in general, he is fo 
averſe to allowing it in the Senſe con- 
tended for, that he ſeems afraid of the 

very Name, and always affects to call 
it the Favour of God. b But he ſeems 
to be more afraid of the Name than 
of the Thing. For he ſpeaks after- 
wards of ſuch Methods as are proper 
to move and aſſiſt free and reaſonable 
Creatures; © the Poſſibility and Nature 
of which are ſome of the principal 
Matters we profeſs to maintain and il- 
luſtrate in the foregoing Enquiry, and 
the very Thing we mean by Grace. 
And if the Author did not mean the 


a Preface to the Plain Account. 


b As, p. 124. 
> I jntreat thy Favour.” 


e P. 185. 
3 ſame, 
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ſame, he ſhould have taken care to 


expreſs himſelf in ſuch a Manner as 
to diſcover what he did mean. But 
this, both on the preſent and other 
Occaſions, ſeems to have been induſ- 
triouſly concealed by him. Indeed his 
chief Art lies in ufing general Ex- 
preſſions of a lax, undeterminate, and 
equivocal Senſe. From whence he de- 
rives this Advantage, that if by the 
common Rules of Grammar and Lan- 


guage you endeavour to prove him 
inconſiſtent with himſelf, he is pre- 


pared to tell you he never intended 


the Words ſhould be interpreted in 
the Way you underſtand them. 


Quo teneam vultus mutantem 
Protea nod? 

This varying Protcus where's the 
Nooſe will bind ? 


But this is an Advantage which an 
honeſt Man will not envy him. Thoſe 


who have written upon the Subject of 


' a Her. Ep. 6 1. 90. 
Words 
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Words agree, that, . ſince the Signi- 
* fication of all Language is arbitrary, 
*« every Writer has an undoubted Li- 
te berty to affix what Senſe he pleaſes 


* to the Words which are to convey 


his Meaning. But when the Im- 


port of a Word in common Uſe is 
te plain and determinate, it would be 
* a ridiculous Impropriety in any Man 
* to recede fk 2 15 3 be 
*« fooliſh, if not diſboneſt, to deviate 
* 2 from that Senſe which he 
* has once given of it. But to 
return to our Author. 

Tho' in the Paſſage of his Book laſt 
referred to he ſeems to allow ſuch a 
Thing as Grace in the Senſe we con- 
tend for, yet in the Form of Thankſ- 
giving which he puts into the Mouth 
of a Chriſtian for God's Mercies in 


Chrift, he mentions thoſe of his ex- 


cellent Doctrine and holy Example, 
but Nothing of Cbriſts Promiſes of 
aſiſting Grace. This Silence ſeems in- 
conſiſtent with the laſt Paſſage, which 


mentions Aſiſtance. And are we not 
to 
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to be particularly thankful for that 
Afiſtance ? 

With regard to the Sacrament con- 
ſidered in this View, the Author al- 
lows * that this Rite duly performed 
is one Mean of leading us to an uni- 
verſal Obedience of Chri/ffs Laws. 
How, (I atk) but by the Grace there- 

in conferred ? 

He allows too that we obtain Fa- 
vour and Acceptance with God by this 
Sacrament, and that it tends to the 
Improvement of Life, as the natural 
and reaſonable Conſequence of it. Þ 
But can this Conſequence, be it ever 


ſo reaſonable and natural, follow with- 


out God's Aſſiſtance? And what is 


this Afiftance but another Word for 
Grace ? 

He aſſerts that God has annexed 
no expreſs Promiſe to this Duty. 
« And indeed” (continues he) No- 
« thing more great and good can be 
« ſaid of ſuch an Inſtitution than that 
it will help us, (Free-Agents) if 

a P. 116. b P. 154, 155, 156. . 
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« we be not wanting to ourſelves, in 
e our voluntary and ſincere Endea- 
* yours of reforming all our Vices, 
and increaſing in all Virtue, which 
is our Likeneſs to God himſelf.” = 
This is ſaying a great deal, and 
more perhaps than he allows elſe- 
where. But can all this be effected 
without particular Grace? The 
Aſſertion which he here advances has 
been already obviated. Þ 

The Author intimates, his Opponents 
maintain that this Sacrament is or- 
dained peculiarly for the obtaining of 
God's holy Spirit. < By peculiarly he 
means excluſively. But they only ſay 
that it is ſo eſpecrally, and in an emi- 
nent Degree, not _— aſide other 
Means, e. g. Prayer. In the fame 
Senſe this Sacrament is called the Foad 
of our Souls. And ſurely God may be 
ſaid to be united to Chri/tians parti- 
cularly in this Sacrament 4 with as 
much Propriety as he is ſaid to dwell 


a P. 157, 158. b Enquiry, p. 55, Ce. 
e In many Paſſages. d P. 173. : 
parti- 
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particularly in the Church, which is 
called his Houſe, tho' he be indeed 
preſent every where. 

Theſe Paſſages are ſufficient to ac- 
22 us with this Author's Way of 

inking as to Grace in general, and 
its Relation to this Sacrament in par- 
ticular. But there are others in his 
Book which call for eſpecial Notice. 


He ſays, it is of ſmall Import- 


e ance to Chriſtians to know what the 


* many Writers upon this Subject 
(the Lord's Sup 


« affirmed ; much leſs can it be the 
« Duty of Chriſtians to be guided by 
hat any Perſons, by their own Au- 
e thority, or from their own Imagina- 
*« tions, may teach concerning this Du- 
« ty.” = This is partly true. But what 
if ſome very excellent Writers have 
only commented on the holy Scriptures 
themſelves, and properly explained 
them? Are not ſuch to be conſulted 


and regarded ? 
a Prop. 5. 


Again, 


5per) ſince the Time 
* of the Evangeli/ts and Apoſtles, have 
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Again, © the Paſſages in the New 


« Teſtament are the only original and 
« authentick Accounts of the Nature 
« and End of this Inſtitution.” *. But 
ſurely we are not therefore to diſre- 
gard ſuch as write comformably to 
theſe Accounts. Nor are we to neg- 
le& the Practice of thoſe who may 
be ſuppoſed to underſtand ſuch Ac- 
counts beſt, as living neareſt the Time 
of thoſe who give them; I mean, the 
primitive Church. 


When our Lord has taken the Bread, 
the Author adds b that he bleſſed 
Him, not It, as in our Tranſla- 
tion, © and ſays that the Word bleſſed 
uſed by St. Matthew and St. Mark 
muſt mean the ſame as that uſed by 
St. Luke and St. Paul on the ſame 
Occaſion, and likewiſe by thoſe two 
Evangeliſts with regard to the Cup, 
which we render © gave thanks.” d 


And it muſt be confeſt that I is not 


a Prop. 6. b P. . c Mat. 26. 26. 
d Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor, 11. 24. Mat. 26. 27. 


in 
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in the Original : But neither is Him. 
By the latter I ſuppoſe is meant Al- 
mighty God. But then the Pronoun 
has no Antecedent. For the Name 
of God is not expreſt in the Origi- 
nal. But if I be ſupplied, there is 
an Antecedent expreſt, namely, Bread. 
This Pronoun muff be underſtood af- 
ter brake and gave, where Him will 
not make Senſe. Why not then after 
bleſſed ? By our Lord's * blefling the 
Bread“ we ſhall do well to under- 
ſtand (with an eminent Divine * of the 
Church of England his command- 
ing down ſuch a Virtue upon it, as 
might tend both to the bodily and 
ſpiritual Nouriſhment of the worthy 
Receivers. Thus in the Miracle of 
the Loaves, he is ſaid to bleſs, and 
break, and give them to his Diſci- 
e ples.” b And St. Mark after the 
Mention of his giving Thanks,” inti- 
mates that he 2 a few ſmall Fiſh- 
es, and commanded to ſet them alſo 


a Dr. Stanbope. b Matt. 14. 19. 


before 


re 
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before the People. The Actions there- 
fore of bleſſing and giving Thanks ſeem 
to be diſtinct. 


This Writer is offended that the 
Lord's Table ſhould ever be called an 
Altar, and argues largely againſt this 
Application of the Word, as highly 
improper. * But ſurely it may rightly 


a See Mar.8.6, 7. and Dr. Stanhope's Ep. and 
Goſp. V. 2. p. 491,402. b P. 48. He will ſind all 
his Arguments fully anſwered, many Years before 
he alledged them, by the learned Mr. Jeſeph Mede, 
who profeſſedly treats of this Subject. Book 2. p. 382. 
ard proves beyond the Shadow of a Doubt by Quota- 
tions from the ancient Fathers ( and one even of the 
Apaſtolical Times, viz. [gnatins ) that the Scat or 
* raiſed Fabrick for the Setting and Celebration of 
* this holy Myſtcry was the Holy Table, or Altar: 
for by both theſe Names“ (ſaith he) * hath that fa- 
** cred Bier (as I may call it) of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt been ever promiſcuouſly and indifferently 
called in the Church.” p.383. —What a mere Ca- 
vil this Objection is, may likewiſe appear from the 
Words of the learned Bp. Patrick: As the Altar 
«+ (where thoſe Meat Offerings were burnt) is called 
God's Table, Mal. 1. 12. fo this Tab/e where the 
*« Shew-Bread ſtood was really God's Altar. 
Thus the Gentiles alſo thought Tables rightly 
dedicated unto their Gods, to ſupply the Place of 


** Mtars,” Commentary on Levit. 24. 9. 
be 
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be called fo in ſome Senſe, if not in 
the ſtricteſt and propereſt : Becauſe 
the lively Repreſentation of a Sacrifice, 
tho' not a real Sacrifice, is performed 


upon it. 


Tho' the Author judges a ſolemn 
P tion unneceſſary, yet he allows 
a thankful and ſerious Remembrance of 
Chri/t's Body broken, and Blood ſhed, 
to be Qualifications for the due Re- 
ception of this Sacrament. = But theſe 
are two great Articles of the Prepa- 
ration required by others. And ſurely 
the wort lee of the Bene- 
fits procured for us may reaſonably be 
faid to entitle us to them. Does it fol- 
low that, becauſe in this Inſtitution 
we are enjoined to remember the Be- 


nefits, we do not in it actually partake 
of them? b 


a In ſeveral Paſſages of his Book. 
b P. 159. 
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Cn Ar. III. P. 63. 
Part of the Author's Reflections 


fall on the Communion - Office pre- 
ſcribed in the Liturgy of the Church 
of England. I do not abſolutely charge 
him with alluding to this Office in 
what follows; but however, he takes 
Occaſion to fay, the Lord's Supper 
« was not inſtituted as a Stare-Blay, 
* to act over our Saviour's Death, 
„ which is an unworthy Thought“ 
An unworthy Thought indeed 
Accordingly, our Church in this Form 
of her's comes near enough to the ori- 
ginal Fact to recall it to the Minds 
of the Communicants, but not fo 
ſcrupulouſly near as to be ſuſpected 
of the Indecency of acting the very 
Scene. He afterwards indeed, when 
arguing againſt the Title as well as 
Figure of an Altar in the Celebration 
of this Sacrament, hints that he means 
to point out the Romiſb Church. b But 
ſtill the very ſame Author in other 


a P. 55. b P. 56. 


L 2 Paſſages 
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Paſſages ſeems to cenſure the 
Solemnity which the N * 
land endeavours to 

Occaſion; for inftance, in _—_ 
*of a particular Union and Fellowſhip 
* with God, or with Angels and Arch- 
* angels” in this Sacrament, in join- 
ing with the latter in the moſt ex- 
<< alted Praiſes, and ſinging the Song 
of Seraphs.” * 

In his Paraphraſe on the firſt Ex- 
hortation in the Communion-Office 
4 fame Author expreſſes himſelf 

" ur Faith and fincere ac- 
2 * him” Feſus Chriſt ) © as our 
« Maſter, we ſhall come up to the full 
« Meaning of that Expreſſion in the 
« Goſpel in which his Followers were 
called upon to eat his Fleſh and 
* drink his Blood, in a ſpiritual and 
« religious Senſe embracing his Doc- 
„ trine as the Food and Life of our 
« Souls.” b But he before ſays, and 
endeavours to prove, e (whether right- 


. . . 
b P. 111. See Jeb. 6. 53. c P. 100. 


Iv, 


0 
d 
/ 
ſi 
C 
8 
if 
u 
i 
e 
t 
1 
0 


„„ ĩͤ OT TW” Y 0 


v Fw iy Vw WW Wy Wo, Wo 0 


APPENDIX. 125 


ly, or not, I do not now enquire, but 
am ſure that ſome learned Men are 
of a different Opinion) that the Paſ- 
ſage of the G here quoted does 
not at all relate to this Sacrament. 
Yet he here either expreſsly applies it 
thereto, or interprets by it the Words 
of the Church without ſeeming to 


diſapprove of ſuch Application. 
I have already taken Notice of the 


Author's affecting to uſe the - 
fion of the Favour, inſtead of the 
Grace, of God. b But his Anxiety and 
Sollicitude to decline the latter Term 
ſeems to have carried him to a very 
unreaſonable and unfair Length, when, 
in his Paraphraſe of one of the Pray- 
ers in this Office, he ſays, we pe- 
tition in it to be filled with God's 
'Favour ; ſubſtituting this Word of his 
own as equivalent to © Grace and hea- 
« yenly Benediction.“ c 


a Particularly the judicious Her ter in his Eccle- 
Baſtical Polity. B. 5. $. 67. who in this Section aſ- 
ſerts a real, tho* myſtical, Preſence of Chrift in this 
Sacrament. See Enguiry, p. 58. 

b Append. p. 113. c Plain Account, p. 127. 


L 3 He 
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He ſeems willing to draw an Ar- 
gument againſt a formal Self-Exami- 
nation, previous to a Perſon's Coming 
to the Lord's Table, from the Exhor- 
tation the Church gives Men to it im- 
mediately before communicating. * 


But in vain. For this Exhortation is 


inſerted by way of Care and Preven- 
tion, leſt the Duty ſhould not have 
been performed before, tho' at the 
fame Time it is hoped it has. It is 
founded upon that Direction to the 
Jews in a like Caſe, If thou bring 
« thy Gift to the Altar, and there re- 
«© membereſt that thy Brother hath 
e ought againſt thee ; leave there thy 
« Gift before the Altar, and go thy 
c way, firſt be reconciled to thy Bro- 
ther. and then come and offer thy 
« Gift.” d This does not imply that 
it is not a Man's Duty to reconcile 

himielf before, but that if he has been 
_ tH careleſs as to neglect it hitherto, he 
thould do it even now, tho' he has 


rn b M. tt. 5. 23, 4. 
gone 
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gone ſo far as to preſent himſelf at the 
Altar. It proves the Neceſſity, but does 
not encourage the Delay. 

In another Place he ſays, the Mi- 
*« niſter's Addreſs, at giving the Bread 
* or the Wine, makes it impractica- 
« ble for you, if. you are truly ſerious 
« and in earneſt, to eat or drink 
© unworthily.” Not ſurely, if you 
came unworthy To what End are 
Conditions required before, if it is in- 
different whether they are complied 
with, or not? A due Preparation for 
this Sacrament is the and only 
Pledge of a Perſon's Seriouſneſs and 
Sincerity af it. 
He elſewhere ſeems to deny that the 
Grace of God attends even the worthy 
partaking of this Sacrament. For if it 
does, he intimates that there is no Need 
of our praying for it afterwards. > He 
refers to thaſe Words in that Prayer 
at the End of the Communion where- 
in the Receivers © humbly beſeech 
« God that all, who are Partakers of 


a P. 120. b P. 128. 
« this 
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*« this holy Communion, may be ful- 
* filled with his Grace and heavenly 
« BenediCtion.” But our very being 
directed in this particular and full 
Manner to pray for the Divine Grace 
uſt at this Time, evidently ſhews the 
Senſe of our Church to be, that there 
s a cloſe Connection between the due 
Performance of this ſolemn Duty and 
the being entitled to God's Grace and 
heavenly Benediction, that there is an 
Aptneſs in it to draw down theſe 
Bleffings upon us. At the fame Time 
by proying for them we prove that 
do not hold the divine Grace to 
Na derived neceſſarily, and, if I may ſo 
ſpeak, mechanically, upon the wort hi- 
eft Receiver. But we expreſs our Hu- 
mility, not * any Merit to 
ourſelves, not preſuming to dictate to 
Almighty God, but leaving to him 
the Fim of conferring his own Be- 
nefits, without any Doubt of his Pro- 
miſes. 
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He ſays that even the ſecond Thankſ- 
giving in the ſame Part of our Liturgy 
does not imply that Grace is an Effect 
of the worthy Participation of this 
Sacrament. * But it ſeems to do ſo in 
a very ſtrong Manner; and the Petition 
at the Cloſe is, that we may continue 
in this State of Grace. For tho' it be 
received, we do not hold that it cannot 
be forfeited. 

Whether any Privileges or Bene- 
fits are annexed to this Sacrament, 
and what they are, can be known (he 
ſays) only from the Words of Scrip- 
ture, or the real Nature and End of 
the Inſtitution. Þ This is readily grant- 
ed; and I have, in the preceding Ex- 
QUIRY, endeavoured to prove from 
theſe very Topicks, which he points 
out, that Benefits of a particular and 
yery valuable Sort are annexed to the 
worthy Performance of this holy Rite. 

The Author's Reaſon for not allow- 
ing that the Receiving of this Sacra- 
ment in the worthreſt Manner entitles 


a P. 131. b Prop. 18. 
Perſon 
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Perſons to all the Benefits of Chriſts 
Death, is, that this is aſſigning that 
Reward to the Performance of one 
Duty which is due only to the Diſ- 


charge of all. Thus (as he argues) 


one of thoſe Benefits is Remiſſian 
of Sins; to which, however, No- 
thing can entitle a Man without 
actual Amendment. Good Refolu- 
tions will not ſerve his turn. For 
theſe are not the Terms of the Goſ- 
pel. > But who aſſerts that the wor- 
thieſt Communicants are Partakers of 
all the Benefits of Chris Death by 
means of this Sacrament, without act- 
ual Amendment of Life ? If Inſtances 
of ſuch Amendment be neceſſary be- 
fore-hand, there is ſufficient room to 
give them in the Preparation which 
we maintain to be neceſſary before 
this Ordinance; neither indeed are 
the Reſolutions taken ſincere, or thoſe 
who take them worthily prepared, 
without their complying with the Oc- 
caſions that offer of doing their Duty. 
a F. 143. b P. 144. 


And 
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And the Deſign of the Prayer after 
the Communion is (as I before ob- 
ſerved) a that we may continue wor- 
thy ſtill to enjoy the Benefits now re- 
ceived, in order to our perſevering in 
Goodneſs for the future. By whi 
whole Proceeding it is intimated, and 
indeed expreſſed plainly enough, that 
all the Benefits of Chriſts Death are 
not to be ed from the Receivin 
of this Sacrament without that actual 
Reformation which, it is owned, is an 
indif] le Condition of the Goſpel. 
Beſides, the Receiving of the Sacra- 
ment is no vulgar Act, but one main 
Evidence of a Perſon's Chriſtianity. Sure- 
ly that could be no ordinary Matter, 
concerning which Chri/t gave St. Paul 
a particular and immediate Revela- 
tion. Þ And that he did fo with regard 
to this Sacrament is expreſsly aſſerted: 
For St. Paul! writing on Subject 
to the Corinthians tells them, © I have 
* received of the Lord that which I 


a P. 129. b 1 Cor. 11. 23. 
* alſo 


132 APPENDIX. 


« alſo delivered unto you.” * Now we 
know that St. Paul was not preſent 
at the time when our Lord inſtituted 
this Sacrament, which was long be- 
fore his Converſion. — Nay further; 
this Sacrament is not properly one 
ſingle act of religious Obedience b (as 
this Author affects to call it), but a 
Recapitulation and Compriſal of the 
Whole of the Chriſtian Religion. And 
therefore what Impropriety can there 
be in ſaying that it entitles the wor- 
thy Receivers to al the Benefits of 
Chriſt's Death? 

He ſpeaks of the Principles of the 
Compilers of the Catechiſu, and ſeems 
to think them agreeable to his Inter- 
pretation and Senſe of this Sacra- 
ment. < But ſurely they are very far 
from it. For they agree exactly with 
the Communion- Office, to many Parts 
of which he either covertly objects, or 
elſe artfully explains them away. 


a See Bp Sherlock's Diſcourſes, Vol. 4. p. 320, 1. 
b P. 158. c P. 145. 
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This Author, and ſome Others, af- 
fe& to ridicule the Church of Eng- 
lands Notion of Grace, as if it were 
purely chimerical, a mere Charm, act- 
ing upon Clock-Work. a But I have en- 
deavoured, in the preceding Enquiry, 
to ſhew that it is conſiſtent with Rea- 
ſon, and that a rational Account may 
be given of it.> To what therefore Fa; 
been already faid on this Subject I only 
conſtantly reading the 
Scriptures we become moſt ſenſible of 
their Divinity, fo by frequently re- 
ceiving this Sacrament we 
rience, and are moſt ſenſible of, the 


bleſſed Effects of it. 


TE Animadverſions I have been 
making on the Plain Account can- 
not by any means be ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed from any Diſlike, or II- 
Will to the Author. For as he has 
not thought proper to put his Name 
to his Book, he muſt of courſe be 
ſuppoſed to be unknown to me. I 


a P.154 b Enquiry, Chap. 2. S. 6. 
3 M Could 
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could heartily have wiſhed he were no 
an of the Church of England, 
and am grieved that his Preface obliges 
me to conſider him in that Character. 
With then to his Reflections 
on the Offices of our Church, I cannot 
help taking notice of the Infincerity of 
thoſe who repeatedly ſubſcribe to theſe 
Offices in token of their A tion, 
and then publickly either raiſe Objec- 
tions againſt them, or explain them in a 
Senſe which they muſt think in their 
Conſciences was never intended. Nor 
is it, I conceive, a ſufficient Juſti- 
fication of this Practice to pretend 
that your Deſign is to adapt them 
to the Uſe of ſuch as attend upon 
them in our Churches, or * to inter- 
« pret ſuch Paſſages as may ſtand in 
% need of Interpretation, or to lead 
« all Perſons concern'd to make uſe of 
« them in the moſt proper and Chri- 
« tian Manner.” Every one is at 


Liberty to examine the Offices of the 


a P. 108, 


Church 
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Church before he ſubſcribes. There 
is ſufficient Time allowed, and ſup- 
ſed to be employed. in ſuch previous 
xamination. And it vill be fo em- 
ployed by every Man of Honeſty and 
Conſcience, who will confider it as 
his indiſpenſable Duty. It is therefore 
unfair, falſe, and diſhoneſt either to 
deny that ſuch Li is given, or to 
gainſt thoſe Things, 


write afterwards a 
the Truth of which, and your Belief 
of them, you have before ſolemnly 
acknowledged by your Subſcriptions. 


M 2 A 


A 
PRAYER 


Before the Sacrament. 


Lord, who at firſt commandedſt 

thy Diſciples to eat Bread and 
drink Wine in Remembrance of Thee, 
and doſt now iouſly invite me to 
obey this thy Command, endue me, 
I befeech Thee, with a Frame and 
Temper of Mind ſuitable to fo hea- 
venly a Feaſt. Let neither an unrea- 
ſonable Scrupulouſneſs keep me from, 
nor a preſumptuous Security puſh me 
upon, this Duty. Give me a deep 
Senſe of my Sins, and an Sor- 
row for them ; but let me remember 
that thy precious Body was broken, 
thy Blood ſhed, to attone for them ; 
and Jet me not deſpair, let me hope 
for Pardon. Let me remember Thee 
as a Teacher of Righteouſneſs, and 
reſolve to endeavour after a Life as 
agreeable as may be to the abſolute 
Purity and Perfection of thy Vow 
et 


] 
( 
| 
f 


a s a 


Let me remember Thee as dying for 
all Mankind, and let that make my 
Charity univerſal. Let me be thank- 
ful to God the Father for ſending 
Thee on the ious Errand of our 
Redemption, and to Thee, O God 
the Son, for concurring in it; and 
may God, the Holy Ghoſt, entitle me 
to a Share in it by his ſanctifying 
Graces! And grant that a worthy 
Participation of this Inſtitution may 
convey to me, and all that partake 
with me, the Benefits procured by 
thaſe Sufferings which it repreſents. 
Amen, Lord Feſus! Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


A a 
PRAYER 


After the Sacrament. 


TFT Thank Thee, O God, for the 
1 Opportunity Thou haſt given me 
of partakin 7 in this ſolemn Comme- 
moration of thy Son's Sufferings. Grant 
chat this Remembrance of Him, com- 
manded by Himfelf, may convey that 
Grace to me, and all joint Partakers, 
which will attend every Ordinance of 
His when duly complied with. But 
(if Thou haſt allotted me a longer 
Continuance in this World ) let me 
not flatter myſelf with the Hopes of 
Pardon without ſeriouſly endeavouring 
to perform the reſt of thy Will. 


Make me ſenſible that mere Forms 


are uſeleſs and empty without the 
Subſtance ſignified by them. To this 
End grant that the Remembrance I 
have now profeſſed of thy Bleſſed Son 
may not be ſlight and tranſient, but 
ever continue to influence my yar'y 

uct. 


duct. Let me earneſtly apply myſelf 
to live ſuitably to my Prof of ſuch 
Remembrance, and do Thou, O gra- 
cious Father, forward and compleat 
my Endeavours with the powerful 
Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit. And 
grant that a due Senſe of my Negli- 
in theſe Reſpects upon former 
ike Occaſions may, by the Help of 
thy correcting Grace, work in me 
greater Care, and more effectual Reſo- 
lutions, for the future. Hear me, O 
Lord, for the Sake of thy Son Teſus 
Our Father, &c. 


THE END. 
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